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5NFRAMING฀-ODELS฀OF฀0UBLIC฀$ISTRIBUTION�฀

&ROM฀ 2HETORICAL฀ 3ITUATION฀ TO฀ 2HETORICAL฀

%COLOGIES฀

;0=LACES�฀�฀�฀ARE฀BEST฀THOUGHT฀OF฀NOT฀SO฀MUCH฀AS฀ENDURING฀SITES฀BUT฀
AS฀MOMENTS฀OF฀ENCOUNTER�฀NOT฀SO฀MUCH฀AS฀@PRESENTS��฀lXED฀IN฀SPACE฀
AND฀TIME�฀BUT฀AS฀VARIABLE฀EVENTS�฀TWISTS฀AND฀mUXES฀OF฀INTERRELATION�฀
%VEN฀WHEN฀THE฀INTENT฀IS฀TO฀HOLD฀PLACES฀STILL฀AND฀MOTIONLESS�฀CAUGHT฀
IN฀A฀CAT�S฀CRADLE฀OF฀NETWORKS฀THAT฀ARE฀OUT฀TO฀QUELL฀UNPREDICTABILITY�฀
SUCCESS฀ IS฀ RARE�฀ AND฀ THEN฀ ONLY฀ FOR฀ A฀ WHILE�฀ 'RAND฀ PORTICOS฀ AND฀
COLUMNS฀FRAMING฀IMPERIAL฀TRIUMPHS฀BECOME฀THEME฀PARKS�฀!REAS฀OF฀
WEALTH฀AND฀INmUENCE฀BECOME฀SLUMS�฀
�!SH฀!MIN฀AND฀.IGEL฀4HRIFT

N฀HIS฀MULTIFACETED฀DESCRIPTION฀OF฀WHAT฀CONSTITUTES฀A฀PUBLIC�฀-ICHAEL฀7ARNER฀
EXPLAINS฀WHY฀CERTAIN฀NOTIONS฀OF฀hPUBLIC฀COMMUNICATIONv฀HAVE฀DONE฀US฀SUCH฀

A฀DISSERVICE�฀(E฀WRITES�฀
.O฀SINGLE฀TEXT฀CAN฀CREATE฀A฀PUBLIC�฀.OR฀CAN฀A฀SINGLE฀VOICE�฀A฀SINGLE฀
GENRE�฀OR฀EVEN฀A฀SINGLE฀MEDIUM�฀!LL฀ARE฀ INSUFlCIENT�฀ �฀ �฀ �฀ SINCE฀A฀
PUBLIC฀ IS฀ UNDERSTOOD฀ TO฀ BE฀ AN฀ ONGOING฀ SPACE฀ OF฀ ENCOUNTER฀ FOR฀
DISCOURSE�฀ )T฀ IS฀NOT฀ TEXTS฀ THEMSELVES฀ THAT฀CREATE฀PUBLICS�฀BUT฀ THE฀
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CONCATENATION฀OF฀ TEXTS฀ THROUGH฀TIME�฀ �฀ �฀ �฀"ETWEEN฀THE฀DISCOURSE฀
THAT฀COMES฀BEFORE฀AND฀THE฀DISCOURSE฀THAT฀COMES฀AFTER�฀ONE฀MUST฀
POSTULATE฀SOME฀KIND฀OF฀LINK�฀!ND฀THE฀LINK฀HAS฀A฀SOCIAL฀CHARACTER�฀IT฀
IS฀NOT฀MERE฀CONSECUTIVENESS฀IN฀TIME�฀BUT฀A฀CONTEXT฀OF฀INTERACTION�฀
���	

7ARNER฀TELLS฀US฀THAT฀THIS฀IS฀WHY฀THE฀OVERLY฀SIMPLIlED฀MODELS฀OF฀COMMUNICATION�฀
OFTEN฀REPRESENTED฀THROUGH฀THE฀TRIANGULATED฀TERMS฀SENDER�฀RECEIVER�฀TEXT�ARE฀
NOTHING฀ SHORT฀ OF฀ A฀ CONCEPTUAL฀ PARADOX�฀ (E฀ CONTINUES�฀ h!฀ PUBLIC฀ SEEMS฀ TO฀
BE฀ SELF
ORGANIZED฀ BY฀ DISCOURSE�฀ BUT฀ IN฀ FACT฀ REQUIRES฀ PREEXISTING฀ FORMS฀ AND฀
CHANNELS฀OF฀CIRCULATIONv฀���	�฀(EREIN฀LIES฀THE฀PARADOX�฀SENDER
RECEIVER฀MODELS฀
OF฀PUBLIC฀COMMUNICATION฀TEND฀TO฀IDENTIFY฀A฀KIND฀OF฀HOMEOSTATIC฀RELATIONSHIP�฀
WHICH฀SIMULTANEOUSLY฀ABSTRACTS฀THE฀OPERATION฀OF฀SOCIAL฀LINKS฀AND฀CIRCULATION�฀
4HE฀TRIANGLE฀OF฀SENDER�฀RECEIVER�฀TEXT฀MISSES฀THE฀CONCATENATIONS฀THAT฀COME฀TO฀
CONSTITUTE฀7ARNER�S฀VERSION฀OF฀A฀PUBLIC�฀

/F฀COURSE�฀OVERSIMPLIlED฀SENDER
RECEIVER฀MODELS฀OF฀PUBLIC฀COMMUNICATION฀
HAVE฀BEEN฀PRODUCTIVELY฀COMPLICATED฀BY฀THEORIES฀LIKE฀,LOYD฀"ITZER�S฀NOTION฀OF฀
THE฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION�฀WHICH฀THEORIZED฀THE฀CONTEXTUAL฀DIMENSIONS฀OF฀RHETORIC�฀
!S฀"ITZER฀EXPLAINS�฀h7HEN฀)฀ASK�฀7HAT฀IS฀A฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION��฀)฀WANT฀TO฀KNOW฀
THE฀ NATURE฀ OF฀ THOSE฀ CONTEXTS฀ IN฀ WHICH฀ SPEAKERS฀ OR฀ WRITERS฀ CREATE฀ RHETORICAL฀
DISCOURSE�฀ �฀ �v฀ �h2HETORICALv฀���	�฀4HIS฀STARTING฀POINT฀PLACES฀ THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀
RHETORIC�AND฀THE฀DElNING฀CHARACTERISTIC฀OF฀RHETORICALNESS�SQUARELY฀WITHIN฀
THE฀SCENE฀OF฀A฀SITUATIONAL฀CONTEXT�฀)N฀HIS฀EXPLICIT฀DElNITION�฀"ITZER฀WRITES฀THAT฀A฀
RHETORICAL฀SITUATION฀IS฀hA฀NATURAL฀CONTEXT฀OF฀PERSONS�฀EVENTS�฀OBJECTS�฀RELATIONS�฀
AND฀ AN฀ EXIGENCE฀ WHICH฀ STRONGLY฀ INVITES฀ UTTERANCES�฀ �฀ �฀ �฀ v฀ ����	�฀ !S฀ MANY฀
COMMENTATORS฀OF฀"ITZER฀HAVE฀POINTED฀OUT�฀HIS฀DElNITION฀LOCATES฀EXIGENCIES฀IN฀
THE฀EXTERNAL฀CONDITIONS฀OF฀MATERIAL฀AND฀SOCIAL฀CIRCUMSTANCES�฀"ITZER฀HIMSELF฀
TELLS฀ US฀ THAT฀ EXIGENCIES฀ ARE฀ hLOCATED฀ IN฀ REALITY�฀ ARE฀ OBJECTIVE฀ AND฀ PUBLICLY฀
OBSERVABLE฀HISTORIC฀ FACTS฀ IN฀THE฀WORLD฀WE฀EXPERIENCE�฀ARE฀THEREFORE฀AVAILABLE฀
FOR฀SCRUTINY฀BY฀AN฀OBSERVER฀OR฀CRITIC฀WHO฀ATTENDS฀TO฀THEMv฀�h2HETORICALv฀����฀
EMPHASIS฀MINE	�฀)N฀"ITZER�S฀SCHEMA�฀RHETORICIANS฀ANSWER฀AN฀INVITATION฀TO฀SOLVE฀
A฀PROBLEM฀THROUGH฀DISCOURSE�฀WHICH฀IS฀THEN฀RENDERED฀AS฀RHETORICAL฀DISCOURSE�฀
2ICHARD฀ 6ATZ�S฀ INFAMOUS฀ CRITIQUE฀ AGAINST฀ "ITZER�S฀ hREALISMv฀ CHALLENGES฀ THE฀
NOTION฀THAT฀EXIGENCIES฀EXIST฀IN฀ANY฀AUTONOMOUS฀SENSE�฀7HEREAS฀"ITZER฀SUGGESTS฀
THAT฀ THE฀ RHETOR฀ DISCOVERS฀ EXIGENCIES฀ THAT฀ ALREADY฀ EXIST�฀ 6ATZ฀ ARGUES฀ THAT฀
EXIGENCIES฀ARE฀CREATED฀FOR฀AUDIENCES฀THROUGH฀THE฀RHETOR�S฀WORK�฀

)N฀YET฀ANOTHER฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀"ITZER�฀#RAIG฀3MITH฀AND฀3COTT฀,YBARGER฀ARGUE฀
THAT฀ RHETORICAL฀ SITUATION฀ INVOLVES฀ A฀ PLURALITY฀ OF฀ EXIGENCIES฀ AND฀ COMPLEX฀
RELATIONS฀ BETWEEN฀ THE฀ AUDIENCE฀ AND฀ A฀ RHETORICIAN�S฀ INTEREST�฀ )N฀ THIS฀ WAY�฀
3MITH฀AND฀,YBARGER฀REVISE฀"ITZER�S฀RELATIVELY฀AUTONOMOUS฀NOTION฀OF฀EXIGENCE฀
BY฀MAKING฀IT฀MORE฀INTERACTIVE฀WITH฀OTHER฀ELEMENTS฀OF฀THE฀SITUATION�฀4HEY฀OFFER฀
AN฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀ THIS฀ RECONCEPTUALIZED฀ SITUATION฀ IN฀ THEIR฀ ANALYSIS฀ OF฀ TWO฀����฀
SPEECHES฀FROM฀0RESIDENT฀'EORGE฀"USH฀CONCERNING฀THE฀hWAR฀ON฀DRUGS�v฀5SING฀
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A฀MODIlED฀VERSION฀OF฀"ITZER�S฀MODEL�฀3MITH฀AND฀,YBARGER฀IDENTIFY฀THREE฀MAIN฀
ELEMENTS฀ OF฀ "USH�S฀ SPEECHES�฀ EXIGENCES�฀ AUDIENCES�฀ AND฀ CONSTRAINTS�฀ !T฀ THE฀
TIME฀ OF฀ THESE฀ SPEECHES�฀ THEY฀ WRITE�฀ POLLS฀ REPORTED฀ THAT฀ THE฀ PUBLIC฀ FELT฀ DRUG฀
ABUSE฀WAS฀A฀SERIOUS฀PROBLEM�฀-EDIA฀REPORTS฀hHELPED฀INCREASE฀THE฀INTEREST฀IN฀
THE฀PROBLEM฀BY฀PROVIDING฀DIRECT฀KNOWLEDGE฀OF฀ IT�฀"USH฀TOOK฀ADVANTAGE฀OF฀AN฀
ATTITUDE฀ THAT฀ THE฀ PRESS฀ REINFORCEDv฀ ����	�฀ !CCORDINGLY�฀ THIS฀ PUBLIC฀ CONCERN฀
CONSTRAINED฀ "USH�S฀ CHOICES฀ OF฀ WHICH฀ PUBLIC฀ EXIGENCES฀ TO฀ ADDRESS฀ IN฀ HIS฀
OFlCIAL฀ATTENTION�฀!T฀THE฀SAME฀TIME�฀OF฀COURSE�฀"USH�S฀ARTICULATION฀OF฀hTHE฀DRUG฀
CRISISv฀HELPED฀TO฀REINFORCE฀THIS฀EXIGENCE฀AS฀A฀RHETORICAL฀PROBLEM฀THAT฀MUST฀BE฀
ADDRESSED�฀3MITH฀AND฀,YBARGER฀EMPHASIZE฀THE฀MUTUALITY฀OF฀EXIGENCE฀FROM฀THE฀
POSITIONS฀OF฀ RHETORICIAN฀AND฀AUDIENCE�฀ REmECTING฀HOW฀BOTH฀ELEMENTS฀HELP฀ TO฀
CREATE฀THE฀SENSE฀OF฀PROBLEM�฀4HIS฀IS฀A฀CAREFUL฀MODIlCATION฀OF฀"ITZER�S฀MODEL฀
IN฀THAT฀THE฀AUTHORS฀LINK฀THE฀ARTICULATION฀OF฀EXIGENCE�S	฀TO฀MULTIPLE฀AGENTS฀AND฀
CONSTRAINTS�฀

)N฀ SHORT�฀ "ITZER�S฀ THEORIES�฀ AS฀ WELL฀ AS฀ THE฀ CRITIQUES฀ AND฀ MODIlCATIONS฀
LIKE฀ THOSE฀ ABOVE�฀ HAVE฀ GENERATED฀ A฀ BODY฀ OF฀ SCHOLARSHIP฀ THAT฀ STRETCHES฀ OUR฀
OWN฀ NOTIONS฀ OF฀ hRHETORICAL฀ PUBLICNESSv฀ INTO฀ A฀ CONTEXTUAL฀ FRAMEWORK฀ THAT฀
PERMANENTLY฀TROUBLES฀SENDER
RECEIVER฀MODELS�฀2ETURNING฀TO฀7ARNER฀FOR฀JUST฀A฀
MOMENT�฀HOWEVER�฀WE฀MIGHT฀STILL฀ASK฀WHETHER฀NOTIONS฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION฀
ADEQUATELY฀ACCOUNT฀FOR฀THE฀hCONSTITUTIVE฀CIRCULATIONv฀OF฀RHETORIC฀IN฀THE฀SOCIAL฀
lELD�฀$O฀THEORIES฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION฀ALLOW฀US฀TO฀THEORIZE฀HOW฀hCONCATENATION฀
OF฀TEXTS฀THROUGH฀TIMEv฀HELP฀TO฀CREATE฀PUBLICS�฀"ARBARA฀"IESECKER�S฀CRITIQUE฀OF฀
THESE฀MODELS฀SUGGESTS฀THAT฀PERHAPS฀THE฀ANSWER฀IS฀NO�฀!CCORDING฀TO฀"IESECKER�฀
THE฀ PROBLEM฀ WITH฀ MANY฀ TAKES฀ ON฀ RHETORICAL฀ SITUATION฀ IS฀ THEIR฀ TENDENCY฀ TO฀
CONCEPTUALIZE฀ RHETORIC฀ WITHIN฀ A฀ SCENE฀ OF฀ ALREADY
FORMED�฀ ALREADY
DISCRETE฀
INDIVIDUALS�฀&OR฀"IESECKER�฀THIS฀PROBLEM฀CAN฀BE฀SEEN฀IN฀THE฀WAY฀THESE฀MODELS฀
OFTEN฀TREAT฀hAUDIENCEv฀AS฀A฀RATHER฀UNPROBLEMATIC฀AND฀OBVIOUS฀SITE�฀4HE฀TROUBLE�฀
SHE฀WRITES�฀IS฀THAT�

IF฀ WE฀ POSIT฀ THE฀ AUDIENCE฀ OF฀ ANY฀ RHETORICAL฀ EVENT฀ AS฀ NO฀ MORE฀
THAN฀ A฀ CONGLOMERATION฀ OF฀ SUBJECTS฀ WHOSE฀ IDENTITY฀ IS฀ lXED฀ PRIOR฀
TO฀ THE฀ RHETORICAL฀ EVENT฀ ITSELF�฀ THEN฀ �฀ �฀ �฀ THE฀ POWER฀ OF฀ RHETORIC฀ IS฀
CIRCUMSCRIBED�฀ IT฀ HAS฀ THE฀ POTENCY฀ TO฀ INmUENCE฀ AN฀ AUDIENCE�฀ TO฀
REALIGN฀THEIR฀ALLEGIANCES�฀BUT฀NOT฀TO฀FORM฀NEW฀IDENTITIES�฀����	

(ERE฀ WE฀ ARRIVE฀ AT฀ AN฀ UN�DER	EXPLORED฀ LINE฀ OF฀ INQUIRY฀ INTO฀ ONE฀ OF฀ RHETORIC�S฀
MOST฀FAMILIAR฀AND฀MOST฀REVERED฀THEORETICAL
PEDAGOGICAL฀PARADIGMS�฀"IESECKER�S฀
CRITIQUE฀ POINTS฀ TO฀ THE฀ WAY฀ IN฀ WHICH฀ VARIOUS฀ MODELS฀ OF฀ RHETORICAL฀ SITUATION฀
TEND฀TO฀DESCRIBE฀RHETORIC฀AS฀A฀TOTALITY฀OF฀DISCRETE฀ELEMENTS�฀AUDIENCE�฀RHETOR�฀
EXIGENCE�฀CONSTRAINTS�฀AND฀TEXT�฀)N฀OTHER฀WORDS�฀DESPITE฀THEIR฀DIFFERENCES�฀THESE฀
VARIOUS฀TAKES฀ON฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION฀TEND฀TO฀BE฀ROOTED฀IN฀THE฀VIEWS฀OF฀RHETORICS฀
AS฀ELEMENTAL฀CONGLOMERATIONS�

,OUISE฀ 7EATHERBEE฀ 0HELPS฀ PROPOSES฀ A฀ SIMILAR฀ CRITIQUE฀ IN฀ HER฀ ARGUMENT฀
THAT฀ MANY฀ THEORIES฀ OF฀ DISCOURSE฀ �AND�฀ BY฀ EXTENSION�฀ WE฀ COULD฀ ALSO฀ SAY฀ OF฀
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RHETORIC	฀ REPRESENT฀ DISCOURSE฀ AS฀ hA฀ SET฀ OF฀ DISCRETE฀ COMPONENTS฀ �UNITS฀ AND฀
CORRELATED฀FUNCTIONS	฀BASED฀ON฀VARIATIONS฀AND฀ELABORATIONS฀OF฀ THE฀TRADITIONAL฀
COMMUNICATION฀ TRIANGLEv฀ ���	�฀ 2HETORIC฀ AND฀ DISCOURSE฀ THUS฀ BECOME฀
CONCEPTUALIZED฀ AS฀ A฀ COLLECTION฀ OF฀ ELEMENTS�OFTEN฀ CALLED฀ BY฀ SUCH฀ NAMES฀
AS฀ SPEAKER
AUDIENCE
MESSAGE�฀ ETHOS
PATHOS
LOGOS�฀ OR฀ RHETOR
AUDIENCE

CONSTRAINTS
EXIGENCE�฀!LTHOUGH฀SUCH฀ELEMENT
BASED฀THEORIES฀OF฀DISCOURSE฀HAVE฀
IMPORTANT฀EXPLANATORY฀POWER�฀CONTINUES฀0HELPS�฀THERE฀IS฀ALSO฀GREAT฀POWER฀IN฀
DESCRIBING฀

HOW฀AN฀ELEMENT฀�E�G��฀THE฀WRITER฀AS฀hETHOSv	฀IS฀DISCRIMINATED฀FROM฀
A฀ mUX฀ AND฀ PERCEIVED฀ AS฀ INVARIANT�฀ STABLE�฀ AND฀ AUTONOMOUS�฀ �฀ �฀ �฀
.ATURAL฀AND฀TRADITIONAL฀CATEGORIES฀ACQUIRE฀GREATER฀DEPTH฀AND฀SCOPE฀
WHEN฀ WE฀ �฀ �฀ �฀ TEMPORALIZE฀ THEM�฀ INTERPRET฀ THEM฀ AS฀ METAPHORS�฀
EXPAND฀ THEIR฀ RANGE฀ OF฀ VARIATION�฀ MULTIPLY฀ THEIR฀ INTERPRETANTS�฀
PURSUE฀ THEIR฀ LOGIC฀ TO฀ THE฀ LIMIT�฀ OR฀ TREAT฀ THEM฀ IN฀ HISTORICAL

INSTITUTIONAL฀TERMS�฀����฀EMPHASIS฀MINE	฀

2ATHER฀ THAN฀ SEEING฀ RHETORIC฀ AS฀ THE฀ TOTALITY฀ OF฀ ITS฀ DISCRETE฀ ELEMENTS�฀ 0HELPS�฀
CRITIQUE฀SEEKS฀TO฀RECONTEXTUALIZE฀THOSE฀ELEMENTS฀IN฀A฀WIDER฀SPHERE฀OF฀ACTIVE�฀
HISTORICAL�฀AND฀LIVED฀PROCESSES�฀4HAT฀IS�฀THE฀ELEMENTS฀OF฀A฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION฀
CAN฀ BE฀ RE
READ฀ AGAINST฀ THE฀ HISTORICAL฀ mUXES฀ IN฀ WHICH฀ THEY฀ MOVE�฀ 7HILE฀
THE฀ INCARNATIONS฀ OF฀ RHETORICAL฀ SITUATION฀ CREATE฀ COMPLEX฀ FRAMEWORKS฀ FOR฀
UNDERSTANDING฀ A฀ RHETORIC�S฀ OPERATION฀ IN฀ A฀ PARTICULAR฀ SOCIAL฀ SCENE�฀ THEREFORE�฀
BOTH฀"IESECKER฀AND฀0HELPS฀INTERROGATE฀THE฀EFFECTS฀OF฀BUILDING฀A฀MODEL฀AROUND฀A฀
hCONGLOMERATIONv฀OF฀DISTINCT฀ELEMENTS฀IN฀RELATION฀TO฀ONE฀ANOTHER�฀

4HE฀ WEAKNESS฀ OF฀ hCONGLOMERATIONv฀ MODELS฀ IS฀ TACITLY฀ EXPOSED฀ IN฀ 3MITH฀
AND฀,YBARGER�S฀ANALYSIS฀OF฀"USH�S฀hWAR฀ON฀DRUGSv฀SPEECHES�฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀7HEN฀
3MITH฀ AND฀ ,YBARGER฀ DISCUSS฀ THE฀ EXIGENCES฀ INVOLVED฀ IN฀ THE฀ hWAR฀ ON฀ DRUGS�v฀
THEY฀POINT฀TO฀AUDIENCE฀PERCEPTIONS�฀"USH�S฀SPEECHES�฀MEDIA฀IMAGES�฀AND฀THE฀
VARIOUS฀ CONSTRAINTS฀ OF฀ ALL฀ PARTICIPANTS�฀ 4HEY฀ EMPHASIZE฀ THE฀ IMPORTANT฀ ROLE฀
THAT฀PERCEPTION฀PLAYS�฀SINCE฀hEACH฀AUDITOR฀WILL฀HAVE฀A฀PERCEPTION฀OF฀THE฀RHETOR฀
AND฀THE฀MESSAGE฀IN฀ADDITION฀TO฀A฀PERCEPTION฀OF฀THE฀ISSUES�฀;WHICH฀MEANS฀THAT=฀
RHETORICAL฀COMMUNICATION฀IS฀ALWAYS฀IN฀A฀STATE฀OF฀mUX฀THAT฀REQUIRES฀THE฀CRITIC฀TO฀
MOVE฀BEYOND฀THE฀STRICT฀REALISM฀OF฀"ITZERv฀����	�฀4HE฀EXIGENCE฀IS฀MORE฀LIKE฀A฀
COMPLEX฀OF฀VARIOUS฀AUDIENCE�SPEAKER฀PERCEPTIONS฀AND฀INSTITUTIONAL฀OR฀MATERIAL฀
CONSTRAINTS�฀ )NDEED�฀ BECAUSE฀ hEXIGENCIES฀ ARE฀ EVERYWHERE฀ SHOT฀ THROUGH฀ WITH฀
PERCEPTIONSv฀����	�฀THERE฀CAN฀BE฀NO฀PURE฀EXIGENCE฀THAT฀DOES฀NOT฀INVOLVE฀VARIOUS฀
MIXES฀OF฀FELT฀INTERESTS�฀4HEIR฀ANALYSIS฀THUS฀SUGGESTS฀A฀PROBLEM฀OF฀LOCATION�฀THE฀
EXIGENCE฀DOES฀NOT฀EXIST฀PER฀SE�฀BUT฀IS฀INSTEAD฀AN฀AMALGAMATION฀OF฀PROCESSES฀AND฀
ENCOUNTERS�฀CONCERNS฀ABOUT฀SAFE฀NEIGHBORHOODS�฀MEDIA฀IMAGES�฀ENCOUNTERS฀OF฀
EVERYDAY฀ LIFE฀ IN฀ CERTAIN฀ PLACES�฀ CONCERNS฀ ABOUT฀ RE
ELECTION�฀ ARTICULATIONS฀ OF฀
PROBLEMS฀AND฀THE฀CIRCULATION฀OF฀THOSE฀ARTICULATIONS�฀AND฀SO฀FORTH�฀4HE฀EXIGENCE฀
IS฀ NOT฀ PROPERLY฀ LOCATED฀ IN฀ ANY฀ ELEMENT฀ OF฀ THE฀ MODEL�฀ )NSTEAD�฀ WHAT฀ WE฀ DUB฀
EXIGENCE฀ IS฀MORE฀ LIKE฀A฀SHORTHAND฀WAY฀OF฀DESCRIBING฀A฀SERIES฀OF฀EVENTS�฀4HE฀
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RHETORICAL฀ SITUATION฀ IS฀ PART฀ OF฀ WHAT฀ WE฀ MIGHT฀ CALL�฀ BORROWING฀ FROM฀ 0HELPS�฀
AN฀ ONGOING฀ SOCIAL฀ mUX�฀ 3ITUATION฀ BLEEDS฀ INTO฀ THE฀ CONCATENATION฀ OF฀ PUBLIC฀
INTERACTION�฀0UBLIC฀INTERACTIONS฀BLEED฀INTO฀WIDER฀SOCIAL฀PROCESSES�฀4HE฀ELEMENTS฀
OF฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION฀SIMPLY฀BLEED�฀

)N฀ ORDER฀ TO฀ RETHINK฀ RHETORICAL฀ PUBLICNESS฀ AS฀ A฀ CONTEXT฀ OF฀ INTERACTION�฀
THEREFORE�฀ THIS฀ ARTICLE฀ PROPOSES฀ AN฀ AUGMENTATION฀ TO฀ OUR฀ POPULAR฀ CONCEPTUAL฀
FRAMEWORKS฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION�฀2ATHER฀THAN฀PRIMARILY฀SPEAKING฀OF฀RHETORIC฀
THROUGH฀ THE฀ TERMINISTIC฀ LENS฀ OF฀ CONGLOMERATED฀ ELEMENTS�฀ )฀ LOOK฀ TOWARDS฀ A฀
FRAMEWORK฀ OF฀ AFFECTIVE฀ ECOLOGIES฀ THAT฀ RECONTEXTUALIZES฀ RHETORICS฀ IN฀ THEIR฀
TEMPORAL�฀ HISTORICAL�฀ AND฀ LIVED฀ mUXES�฀ )N฀ WHAT฀ FOLLOWS�฀ )฀ WANT฀ TO฀ PROPOSE฀ A฀
REVISED฀STRATEGY฀FOR฀THEORIZING฀PUBLIC฀RHETORICS฀�AND฀RHETORIC�S฀PUBLICNESS	฀AS฀
A฀CIRCULATING฀ECOLOGY฀OF฀EFFECTS�฀ENACTMENTS�฀AND฀EVENTS฀BY฀SHIFTING฀THE฀LINES฀OF฀
FOCUS฀FROM฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION฀TO฀RHETORICAL฀ECOLOGIES�฀,IKE฀"IESECKER�฀0HELPS�฀
AND฀7ARNER�฀ )฀WANT฀TO฀ADD฀THE฀DIMENSIONS฀OF฀HISTORY฀AND฀MOVEMENT฀�BACK	฀
INTO฀ OUR฀ VISIONS�VERSIONS฀ OF฀ RHETORIC�S฀ PUBLIC฀ SITUATIONS�฀ RECLAIMING฀ RHETORIC฀
FROM฀ ARTIlCIALLY฀ ELEMENTARY฀ FRAMEWORKS�฀ 7HILE฀ ONE฀ FRAMEWORK฀ DOES฀ NOT฀
UNDERMINE฀THE฀OTHER�฀)฀ARGUE฀THAT฀THIS฀ECOLOGICAL฀MODEL฀ALLOWS฀US฀TO฀MORE฀FULLY฀
THEORIZE฀RHETORIC฀AS฀A฀PUBLIC�S	฀CREATION�฀

7E฀ MIGHT฀ BEGIN฀ THIS฀ CONCEPTUAL฀ AUGMENTATION฀ BY฀ EXPLORING฀ SOME฀
ETYMOLOGICAL฀TROPES฀THAT฀REMAIN฀BURIED฀WITHIN฀OUR฀POPULAR฀THEORIES�฀#ONSIDER฀
THE฀FOLLOWING�฀TRACKING฀THE฀,ATIN฀ROOTS฀OF฀hSITUATIONv฀BRINGS฀US฀TO฀THE฀KEY฀WORDS฀
SITUARE฀ AND฀ SITUS�฀ BOTH฀ OF฀ WHICH฀ RESONATE฀ WITH฀ OUR฀ DElNITIONS฀ FOR฀ LOCATION�฀
SITE�฀AND฀PLACE�฀4HE฀,ATIN฀WORD฀SITUS฀IS฀CLOSELY฀TIED฀TO฀THE฀ORIGINARY฀POSITION฀
OF฀OBJECTS�฀ �3IGNIlCANTLY�฀ THIS฀ TERM฀STILL฀HAS฀CURRENCY฀ IN฀ LEGAL฀ VOCABULARY฀AS฀
REFERENCE฀TO฀THE฀PLACES฀IN฀WHICH฀A฀CRIME฀OR฀ACCIDENT฀OCCURS�฀OR฀THE฀LOCATION฀OF฀
PROPERTY�	฀"Y฀DElNITION�฀THEN�฀SITUS฀IMPLIES฀A฀BORDERED�฀lXED฀SPACE
LOCATION�฀
#ONSEQUENTLY�฀ THE฀ CONCEPT฀ OF฀ hRHETORICAL฀ SITUATIONv฀ IS฀ APPROPRIATELY฀ NAMED฀
INSOFAR฀AS฀THE฀MODELS฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION฀DESCRIBE฀THE฀SCENE฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀
ACTION฀AS฀hLOCATEDv฀AROUND฀THE฀EXIGENCE฀THAT฀GENERATES฀A฀RESPONSE�฀7E฀THUS฀
lND฀A฀CONNECTION฀BETWEEN฀CERTAIN฀MODELS฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION฀AND฀A฀SENSE฀
OF฀PLACE�฀"UT฀THE฀PUBLIC฀EXISTENCE฀OF฀SITUS฀IS฀COMPLICATED�฀!S฀3TEVEN฀3HAVIRO฀
POINTS฀OUT฀IN฀#ONNECTED�฀THE฀SOCIAL฀DOES฀NOT฀RESIDE฀IN฀lXED฀SITES�฀BUT฀RATHER฀IN฀
A฀NETWORKED฀SPACE฀OF฀mOWS฀AND฀CONNECTIONS�฀h4HE฀PREDOMINANT฀FORM฀OF฀HUMAN฀
INTERACTION฀ �฀ �฀ �฀ IS฀NETWORKING�v฀HE฀WRITES฀ ����	�฀-OREOVER�฀ THIS฀hNETWORKED฀
LIFEv฀ IS฀ A฀ MATTER฀ OF฀ ACTUAL�฀ HISTORICALLY
SHAPED฀ FORCES฀ OF฀ mOWS฀ THEMSELVES�฀
3HAVIRO฀EXPLAINS�

;4=HE฀ NETWORK฀ IS฀ NOT฀ A฀ DISEMBODIED฀ INFORMATION฀ PATTERN฀ NOR฀
A฀ SYSTEM฀ OF฀ FRICTIONLESS฀ PATHWAYS฀ OVER฀ WHICH฀ ANY฀ MESSAGE฀
WHATSOEVER฀ CAN฀ BE฀ NEUTRALLY฀ CONVEYED�฀ 2ATHER�฀ THE฀ FORCE฀ OF฀ ALL฀
MESSAGES�฀AS฀THEY฀ACCRETE฀OVER฀TIME�฀DETERMINES฀THE฀VERY฀SHAPE฀OF฀
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THE฀NETWORK�฀4HE฀MEANING฀OF฀A฀MESSAGE฀CANNOT฀BE฀ISOLATED฀FROM฀ITS฀
MODE฀OF฀PROPAGATION�฀FROM฀THE฀WAY฀IT฀HARASSES฀ME�฀ATTACKS฀ME�฀OR฀
PARASITICALLY฀INVADES฀ME�฀����฀EMPHASIS฀MINE	

4EMPORARILY฀ BRACKETING฀ THE฀ RATHER฀ OMINOUS฀PERSPECTIVE฀ THAT฀ 3HAVIRO฀ BRINGS฀
TO฀THIS฀SENSE฀OF฀CONNECTION�฀WE฀lND฀THAT฀NETWORKS฀INVOLVE฀A฀DIFFERENT฀KIND฀OF฀
HABITATION฀ IN฀ THE฀ SOCIAL฀ lELD�฀4O฀ SAY฀ THAT฀WE฀ ARE฀ CONNECTED฀ IS฀ ANOTHER฀WAY฀
OF฀SAYING฀THAT฀WE฀ARE฀NEVER฀OUTSIDE฀THE฀NETWORKED฀INTERCONNECTION฀OF฀FORCES�฀
ENERGIES�฀ RHETORICS�฀ MOODS�฀ AND฀ EXPERIENCES�฀ )N฀ OTHER฀ WORDS�฀ OUR฀ PRACTICAL฀
CONSCIOUSNESS฀IS฀NEVER฀OUTSIDE฀THE฀PRIOR฀AND฀ONGOING฀STRUCTURES฀OF฀FEELING฀THAT฀
SHAPE฀THE฀SOCIAL฀lELD�฀

!T฀THE฀SAME฀TIME�฀ LIFE
AS
NETWORK฀ALSO฀MEANS฀THAT฀THE฀SOCIAL฀lELD฀IS฀NOT฀
COMPRISED฀OF฀DISCRETE฀SITES฀BUT฀FROM฀EVENTS฀THAT฀ARE฀SHIFTING฀AND฀MOVING�฀GRAFTED฀
ONTO฀AND฀CONNECTED฀WITH฀OTHER฀EVENTS�฀!CCORDING฀TO฀3HAVIRO�฀h4HE฀SPACE฀;OF฀
NETWORKS=฀CAN฀BE฀EXHILARATING�฀DISORIENTING�฀OR฀OPPRESSIVE�฀BUT฀IN฀ANY฀CASE฀IT฀
IS฀QUITE฀DIFFERENT฀FROM฀THE฀SPACE฀OF฀PLACESv฀����	�฀/UR฀SENSE฀OF฀PLACE฀TENDS฀TO฀
REMAIN฀ROOTED฀IN฀AN฀IMAGINARY฀THAT฀DESCRIBES฀COMMUNITIES฀AS฀A฀COLLECTION฀OF฀
DISCRETE฀ ELEMENTS�฀ LIKE฀ HOUSES�฀ FAMILIES�฀ YARDS�฀ STREETS�฀ AND฀ NEIGHBORHOODS�฀
.EVERTHELESS�฀3HAVIRO฀EXPLAINS฀THAT฀PLACE฀SHOULD฀BE฀CHARACTERIZED฀LESS฀IN฀TERMS฀
OF฀THIS฀SENSE฀OF฀COMMUNITY฀�DISCRETE฀ELEMENTS฀TAKEN฀TOGETHER	�฀AND฀MORE฀IN฀
THE฀INTERACTIONS฀BETWEEN฀THOSE฀ELEMENTS�THEIR฀ENCOUNTERS฀IN฀THE฀CREASE฀AND฀
FOLDS�

7HAT�S฀CRUCIAL฀ABOUT฀THE฀SPACE฀OF฀PLACES฀IS฀RATHER฀SOMETHING฀OTHER฀
THAN฀hCOMMUNITYv�฀ THE฀ FACT฀ THAT�฀ IN฀ LARGE฀URBAN฀AGGLOMERATIONS�฀
NETWORKING฀IS฀LESS฀IMPORTANT฀THAN฀�฀�฀�฀CONTACT�฀THE฀SERENDIPITOUS฀
ENCOUNTERS฀ BETWEEN฀ STRANGERS�฀ �฀ �฀ �฀ 4HESE฀ SORTS฀ OF฀ ENCOUNTERS฀
HAPPEN฀IN฀THE฀PEDESTRIAN
FRIENDLY฀SPACES฀OF฀OLDER฀LARGE฀CITIES�฀�฀�฀�฀
4HE฀SPACE฀OF฀PLACES฀IS฀LESS฀THAT฀OF฀NOSTALGICALLY฀IDEALIZED฀TRADITIONAL฀
COMMUNITIES฀THAN฀THAT฀OF฀TURBULENT฀URBAN฀MODERNITY�฀����
���	฀

)N฀THIS฀WAY�฀PLACE฀BECOMES฀DECOUPLED฀FROM฀THE฀NOTION฀OF฀SITUS�฀OR฀lXED฀�SERIES฀
OF	฀ LOCATIONS�฀ AND฀ LINKED฀ INSTEAD฀ TO฀ THE฀ IN
BETWEEN฀ EN�ACTION฀ OF฀ EVENTS฀ AND฀
ENCOUNTERS�฀0LACE฀BECOMES฀A฀SPACE฀OF฀CONTACTS�฀WHICH฀ARE฀ALWAYS฀CHANGING฀AND฀
NEVER฀DISCRETE�฀4HE฀CONTACT฀BETWEEN฀TWO฀PEOPLE฀ON฀A฀BUSY฀CITY฀STREET฀IS฀NEVER฀
SIMPLY฀A฀MATTER฀OF฀THOSE฀TWO฀BODIES�฀RATHER�฀THE฀TWO฀BODIES฀CARRY฀WITH฀THEM฀
THE฀TRACES฀OF฀EFFECTS฀FROM฀WHOLE฀lELDS฀OF฀CULTURE฀AND฀SOCIAL฀HISTORIES�฀4HIS฀IS฀
WHAT฀IT฀MEANS฀TO฀SAY฀THAT฀THE฀SOCIAL฀lELD฀IS฀NETWORKED�฀CONNECTED�฀RATHER฀THAN฀
A฀MATTER฀OF฀PLACE�฀SITES�฀AND฀HOME�฀

4HE฀NOTION฀OF฀ PLACE฀HAS฀ ALSO฀ RECENTLY฀ BECOME฀MUCH฀MORE฀ COMPLICATED฀
IN฀THE฀THEORETICAL฀FRAMEWORKS฀OF฀BOTH฀CULTURAL฀GEOGRAPHERS฀AND฀RHETORICIANS�฀
)N฀ 'EOGRAPHIES฀ OF฀ 7RITING�฀ FOR฀ EXAMPLE�฀ .EDRA฀ 2EYNOLDS฀ ARGUES฀ THAT฀ IT฀ IS฀
IMPORTANT฀hTO฀UNDERSTAND฀GEOGRAPHIES฀AS฀EMBODIED�฀AND฀HOW฀THE฀PROCESS฀OF฀
SOCIAL฀ CONSTRUCTION฀OF฀ SPACE฀OCCURS฀AT฀ THE฀ LEVEL฀OF฀ THE฀BODY�฀NOT฀ JUST฀ AT฀ THE฀
LEVEL฀OF฀THE฀CITY฀OR฀STREET฀OR฀NATIONv฀����	�฀7HAT฀WE฀NORMALLY฀TAKE฀AS฀hSITESv฀
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ARE฀ NOT฀ ONLY฀ COMPRISED฀ IN฀ A฀ SITUS฀ OR฀ lXED฀ LOCATION�฀ 2EYNOLDS฀ EXPLAINS฀ THAT฀
THESE฀hSITESv฀ARE฀MADE฀UP฀OF฀AFFECTIVE฀ENCOUNTERS�฀EXPERIENCES�฀AND฀MOODS฀THAT฀
COHERE฀AROUND฀MATERIAL฀SPACES�฀4HIS฀IS฀WHY฀SITES฀ARE฀NOT฀JUST฀SEEN�฀BUT฀�PERHAPS฀
EVEN฀MORE฀SO	฀THEY฀ARE฀FELT฀����	�฀3HE฀GIVES฀THE฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀CERTAIN฀STUDENTS฀
WITH฀WHOM฀SHE฀WORKED฀DURING฀HER฀STUDY฀IN฀'REAT฀"RITAIN�฀7HEN฀QUESTIONED฀
ABOUT฀THEIR฀CITY�฀THE฀STUDENTS฀HAD฀NO฀TROUBLE฀AT฀ALL฀IDENTIFYING฀THE฀hBADv฀AND฀
hGOODv฀PARTS฀OF฀ TOWN�฀!LTHOUGH฀ THESE฀hGOOD�BADv฀SITES฀MAY฀EVEN฀HAVE฀ FAIRLY฀
SOLID฀BOUNDARY฀MARKERS฀�EAST฀OF฀THE฀FREEWAY�฀DOWNTOWN�฀SOUTHSIDE฀OF฀TOWN	�฀
WE฀MIGHT฀ARGUE฀THAT฀THESE฀SITES฀ARE฀NOT฀ONLY฀COMPRISED฀AS฀SUCH฀THROUGH฀THEIR฀
LOCATION฀OR฀COLLECTION฀OF฀ELEMENTS�฀)NSTEAD�฀THEY฀OBTAIN฀THEIR฀DESCRIPTIONS฀AS฀
GOOD�BAD฀ SITES฀ FROM฀ THE฀ AFFECTIVE฀ AND฀ EMBODIED฀ EXPERIENCES฀ THAT฀ CIRCULATE�฀
FEELINGS฀OF฀FEAR฀OR฀COMFORT�฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀

%VEN฀IN฀THOSE฀SPACES฀THAT฀ARE฀MORE฀OBVIOUS฀EXAMPLES฀OF฀BORDERED฀SITES�฀WE฀
lND฀IT฀INCREASINGLY฀DIFlCULT฀TO฀SPEAK฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀lXED฀PLACE�฀4AKE฀THE฀EXAMPLE฀
OF฀ CITIES�฀ WHICH฀ CULTURAL฀ GEOGRAPHERS฀ !SH฀ !MIN฀ AND฀ .IGEL฀ 4HRIFT฀ THOROUGHLY฀
REWORK฀IN฀#ITIES�฀2EIMAGINING฀THE฀5RBAN�฀!CCORDING฀TO฀!MIN฀AND฀4HRIFT�

;#=ONTEMPORARY฀ CITIES฀ ARE฀ CERTAINLY฀ NOT฀ SYSTEMS฀ WITH฀ THEIR฀ OWN฀
INTERNAL฀ COHERENCE�฀ 4HE฀ CITY�S฀ BOUNDARIES฀ HAVE฀ BECOME฀ FAR฀ TOO฀
PERMEABLE฀ AND฀ STRETCHED�฀ BOTH฀ GEOGRAPHICALLY฀ AND฀ SOCIALLY�฀ FOR฀
IT฀ TO฀ BE฀ THEORIZED฀ AS฀ A฀ WHOLE�฀ 4HE฀ CITY฀ HAS฀ NO฀ COMPLETENESS�฀
NO฀ CENTRE�฀ NO฀ lXED฀ PARTS�฀ )NSTEAD�฀ IT฀ IS฀ AN฀ AMALGAM฀ OF฀ OFTEN฀
DISJOINTED฀PROCESSES฀AND฀SOCIAL฀HETEROGENEITY�฀A฀PLACE฀OF฀NEAR฀AND฀
FAR฀CONNECTIONS�฀A฀CONCATENATION฀OF฀RHYTHMS฀ �฀ �฀ �฀ �฀ ���฀EMPHASIS฀
MINE	

4HE฀ CITY฀ ITSELF฀ IS฀ LESS฀ A฀ SITUS�฀ SAY฀ !MIN฀ AND฀ 4HRIFT�฀ THAN฀ A฀ CERTAIN฀ WAY฀ OF฀
PROCESSING�฀)N฀FACT�฀IT฀MAY฀BE฀MORE฀APPROPRIATE฀TO฀RETHINK฀hCITYv฀LESS฀AS฀A฀NOUN฀
�IMPLYING฀A฀SITUS	฀AND฀MORE฀OF฀A฀VERB�฀AS฀IN฀TO฀CITY�฀7E฀DO฀CITY�฀RATHER฀THAN฀
EXIST฀IN฀THE฀CITY�฀!MIN฀AND฀4HRIFT฀ARGUE฀THAT฀CITIES฀ARE฀MORE฀ABOUT฀MOVEMENTS฀
AND฀PROCESSES฀THAN฀THE฀ELEMENTS฀THAT฀MATERIALLY฀CONSTRUCT฀THEIR฀BORDERS�฀4HEY฀
EXPLAIN�฀h7E฀CERTAINLY฀TAKE฀CIRCULATION฀TO฀BE฀A฀CENTRAL฀CHARACTERISTIC฀OF฀THE฀CITY�฀
�฀�฀�฀;#=ITIES฀EXIST฀AS฀A฀MEANS฀OF฀MOVEMENT�฀AS฀MEANS฀TO฀ENGINEER฀ENCOUNTERS฀
THROUGH฀COLLECTION�฀TRANSPORT�฀AND฀COLLATION�฀4HEY฀PRODUCE�฀THEREBY�฀A฀COMPLEX฀
PATTERN฀OF฀TRACES�฀A฀THREADWORK฀OF฀INTENSITIES�฀�฀�v฀���	�฀!MIN฀AND฀4HRIFT฀THUS฀
MOVE฀AWAY฀FROM฀THE฀SITE
MODEL฀FRAMEWORK฀OF฀URBAN฀SPACES�฀WHICH฀RENDERS฀THE฀
CITY฀AS฀A฀KIND฀OF฀hCONTAINERv฀FOR฀THE฀UNIQUE฀ELEMENTS฀THAT฀THE฀CITY฀ENVELOPS�฀

4HE฀ SITE
MODEL฀ WOULD฀ IMAGINE�฀ FOR฀ EXAMPLE�฀ THAT฀ !USTIN฀ IS฀ A฀ CONTAINER฀
FOR฀THE฀LOCAL฀ELEMENTS฀WITHIN฀A฀GIVEN฀SPACE�฀MUCH฀AS฀.EW฀9ORK฀IS฀A฀CONTAINER฀
FOR฀ ANOTHER฀ SET฀ OF฀ LOCAL฀ ELEMENTS�฀ 4ALKING฀ ABOUT฀ THOSE฀ TWO฀ DIFFERENT฀ CITIES฀
MERELY฀INVOLVES฀TALKING฀ABOUT฀THE฀DIFFERENT฀ELEMENTS฀HELD฀BY฀THE฀SAME฀�KIND฀
OF	฀CONTAINER฀CALLED฀hCITY�v฀.EW฀9ORK฀MIGHT฀THUS฀BE฀DESCRIBED฀AS฀CONTAINING฀
MORE฀ DIVERSE฀ POPULATION฀ ELEMENTS฀ THAN฀ !USTIN�฀ OR฀ PERHAPS฀ !USTIN฀ COULD฀ BE฀
DESCRIBED฀AS฀A฀CONTAINER฀FOR฀MORE฀CONSERVATIVE฀POLITICAL฀ELEMENTS�฀9ET฀!MIN฀
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AND฀4HRIFT฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀THE฀CITY
AS
CONTAINER฀DOES฀NOT฀ADEQUATELY฀DESCRIBE฀THE฀
CITY฀AS฀AN฀AMALGAM฀OF฀PROCESSES�฀OR฀AS฀A฀CIRCULATION฀OF฀ENCOUNTERS฀AND฀ACTIONS�฀
2ATHER฀THAN฀RELYING฀UPON฀THE฀CONTAINER฀METAPHOR�฀THEREFORE�฀THEY฀OFFER฀UP฀AN฀
ECOLOGICAL฀METAPHOR฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀READ฀THE฀CITY�

;)=T฀IS฀ONLY฀BY฀MOVING฀BEYOND฀THE฀SLOWER฀TIMES฀OF฀THE฀CITY�S฀BUILT฀
FABRIC�WHICH฀SEEM฀TO฀FORM฀A฀CONTAINER�TO฀THE฀CONSTANT฀TO฀AND฀
FRO฀OF฀THE฀MOVEMENTS฀WHICH฀SUSTAIN฀THAT฀FABRIC฀THAT฀WE฀CAN฀BEGIN฀
TO฀ UNDERSTAND฀ WHAT฀ A฀ CITY฀ IS�฀ �฀ �฀ �฀ 4HE฀ CITY฀ BECOMES฀ A฀ KIND฀ OF฀
WEATHER฀SYSTEM�฀A฀RAPIDLY฀VARYING฀DISTRIBUTION฀OF฀INTENSITIES�฀���	

4HOUGH฀CITIES฀ARE฀INDEED฀SITES฀�OR฀CAN฀EVEN฀BE฀DESCRIBED฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀BORDERS�฀
BOUNDARIES�฀ AND฀ CONTAINERS	�฀ !MIN฀ AND฀ 4HRIFT฀ SUGGEST฀ THAT฀ THESE฀ SITES฀ �THE฀
SITUS	฀ARE฀SUSTAINED฀BY฀THE฀AMALGAM฀OF฀PROCESSES�฀WHICH฀CAN฀BE฀DESCRIBED฀IN฀
ECOLOGICAL฀TERMS฀OF฀VARYING฀INTENSITIES฀OF฀ENCOUNTERS฀AND฀INTERACTIONS�MUCH฀
LIKE฀A฀WEATHER฀SYSTEM�฀

7HAT฀DOES฀THIS฀DISCUSSION฀OF฀CITIES฀AND฀SITES฀HAVE฀THE฀DO฀WITH฀THE฀RHETORICAL฀
SITUATION�฀&OR฀ONE฀THING�฀WE฀lND฀IN฀THE฀EARLY฀MODELS฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION฀A฀
NOTION฀OF฀RHETORIC฀AS฀TAKING฀PLACE�฀AS฀IF฀THE฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION฀IS฀ONE฀IN฀WHICH฀
WE฀ CAN฀ VISIT฀ THROUGH฀ A฀ MAPPING฀ OF฀ VARIOUS฀ ELEMENTS�฀ THE฀ RELEVANT฀ PERSONS�฀
EVENTS�฀ OBJECTS�฀ EXIGENCE�฀ AND฀ UTTERANCES�฀ "UT฀ THIS฀ PLACE
BASED฀ PERSPECTIVE฀
BECOMES฀TROUBLED฀WHEN฀ATTEND฀TO฀THE฀ECOLOGICAL฀MODELS฀THAT฀CULTURAL฀THEORISTS฀
�SUCH฀AS฀3HAVIRO�฀2EYNOLDS�฀AND฀!MIN฀AND฀4HRIFT	฀HAVE฀DEVELOPED฀ALONGSIDE฀
SITE
SPECIlC฀MODELS฀OF฀SOCIAL฀PROCESSES�฀)N฀4HE฀7EALTH฀OF฀2EALITY�฀!N฀%COLOGY฀OF฀
#OMPOSITION�฀-ARGARET฀3YVERSON฀PERFORMS฀ONE฀SUCH฀ALTERNATIVE฀FRAMEWORK฀BY฀
ARGUING฀THAT฀WRITING฀IS฀A฀RADICALLY฀DISTRIBUTED฀ACT�฀RATHER฀THAN฀AN฀ISOLATED฀ACT฀OF฀
CREATION฀AMONG฀INDIVIDUAL฀ELEMENTS�฀!CCORDING฀TO฀3YVERSON�

;4=HE฀KNOWLEDGE฀INVOLVED฀IN฀hWRITINGv฀�฀ �฀ �฀DEPENDS฀ON฀ACTIVITIES฀
AND฀ COMMUNICATIONS฀ SHARED฀ IN฀ INTERACTIONS฀ NOT฀ ONLY฀ AMONG฀
PEOPLE฀ BUT฀ ALSO฀ INTERACTIONS฀ BETWEEN฀ PEOPLE฀ AND฀ VARIOUS฀
STRUCTURES฀ IN฀ THE฀ ENVIRONMENT�฀ FROM฀ PHYSICAL฀ LANDMARKS฀ TO฀
TECHNOLOGICAL฀ INSTRUMENTS฀ TO฀ GRAPHICAL฀ REPRESENTATIONS�฀ �฀ �฀ �฀/UR฀
THEORIES฀OF฀COMPOSITION฀HAVE฀BEEN฀SOMEWHAT฀ATOMISTIC�฀FOCUSING฀
ON฀INDIVIDUAL฀WRITERS�฀INDIVIDUAL฀TEXTS�฀ISOLATED฀ACTS�฀PROCESSES�฀OR฀
ARTIFACTS�฀��	

3YVERSON฀ARGUES฀THAT฀RHETORIC฀AND฀COMPOSITION฀hHAS฀POSITED฀A฀TRIANGLE฀OF฀WRITER�฀
TEXT�฀AND฀AUDIENCE�v฀WHICH฀hHAS฀TENDED฀TO฀SINGLE฀OUT฀THE฀WRITER�฀THE฀TEXT�฀OR฀
THE฀AUDIENCE฀AS฀THE฀FOCUS฀OF฀ANALYSISv฀���	�฀4HIS฀ISOLATED฀VIEW฀FAILS฀TO฀HIGHLIGHT฀
WHAT฀3YVERSON฀CALLS฀THE฀EMERGENT฀ECOLOGICAL฀PROCESS฀OF฀WRITING�฀2ATHER฀THAN฀
FOCUSING฀ON฀THE฀FAMILIAR฀hTRIANGLEv฀THAT฀PLACES฀VARIOUS฀ELEMENTS฀INTO฀A฀STATIC฀
RELATION฀WITH฀THE฀OTHER฀ELEMENTS�฀3YVERSON฀MAINTAINS฀THAT฀hWE฀CAN฀SPEAK฀OF฀
THE฀DISTRIBUTION฀OF฀�฀�฀�฀;TEXT฀COMPOSING=฀ACROSS฀PHYSICAL�฀SOCIAL�฀PSYCHOLOGICAL�฀
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SPATIAL�฀AND฀TEMPORAL฀DIMENSIONS�฀�฀�฀�฀;4=HE฀SOCIAL฀DIMENSIONS฀OF฀COMPOSITION฀
ARE฀DISTRIBUTED�฀EMBODIED�฀EMERGENT�฀AND฀ENACTIVEv฀���	�฀3YVERSON�S฀ECOLOGICAL฀
APPROACH฀PLACES฀THE฀hSCENEv฀OF฀WRITING฀INTO฀A฀lELD฀THAT฀IS฀DISTRIBUTED฀AND฀SOCIALLY฀
SITUATED�฀7RITING฀IS฀THUS฀MORE฀THAN฀A฀MATTER฀OF฀DISCRETE฀ELEMENTS฀�AUDIENCE�฀A฀
WRITER�฀TEXT�฀TOOLS�฀IDEAS	฀IN฀STATIC฀RELATION฀TO฀ONE฀ANOTHER฀�A฀WRITER฀TYPES฀HER฀
IDEAS฀INTO฀A฀COMPUTER฀FOR฀AN฀AUDIENCE฀WHO฀READS฀THE฀TEXT	�฀2ATHER�฀WRITING฀IS฀
DISTRIBUTED฀ACROSS฀A฀RANGE฀OF฀PROCESSES฀AND฀ENCOUNTERS�฀THE฀EVENT฀OF฀USING฀A฀
KEYBOARD�฀THE฀ENCOUNTER฀OF฀A฀WRITING฀BODY฀WITHIN฀A฀SPACE฀OF฀DIS�COMFORT�฀THE฀
EVENTS฀OF฀WRITING฀IN฀AN฀APATHETIC�ENERGETIC�DISTANT�CLOSE฀GROUP�฀!฀VOCABULARY฀OF฀
hDISTRIBUTIONv฀POINTS฀TO฀HOW฀THOSE฀ELEMENTS฀ARE฀ENACTED฀AND฀LIVED�฀HOW฀THEY฀
ARE฀PUT฀INTO฀USE�฀AND฀WHAT฀CHANGE฀COMES฀FROM฀THE฀IN
PROCESSES
NESS฀ITSELF��

-UCH฀LIKE฀3YVERSON฀HAS฀DONE฀IN฀HER฀OWN฀WORK�฀WE฀CAN฀TUNE฀TO฀A฀MODEL฀
OF฀PUBLIC฀RHETORIC฀THAT฀SETS฀ITS฀SIGHTS฀ACROSS฀A฀WIDER฀SOCIAL฀lELD฀OF฀DISTRIBUTION�฀
3UCH฀ ATTUNEMENT฀ IS฀ IMPORTANT฀ IF฀ WE฀ WANT฀ TO฀ ACCOUNT฀ FOR฀ RHETORIC�S฀ �PUBLIC	฀
OPERATION฀ IN฀ THE฀ SOCIAL฀ lELD�฀ 4HAT฀ IS�฀ IF฀ WE฀ ARE฀ TO฀ EXPLORE฀ HOW฀ RHETORIC฀
CIRCULATES฀ IN฀ A฀ hPRACTICAL฀ CONSCIOUSNESS฀ OF฀ A฀ PRESENT฀ KIND�฀ IN฀ A฀ LIVING฀ AND฀
INTERRELATING฀CONTINUITY�v฀AS฀2AYMOND฀7ILLIAMS฀PUTS฀IT฀����	�฀WE฀NEED฀A฀MODEL฀
THAT฀ALLOWS฀US฀TO฀DISCUSS฀SUCH฀MOVEMENT�฀2ATHER฀THAN฀IMAGINING฀THE฀RHETORICAL฀
SITUATION฀ IN฀ A฀ RELATIVELY฀ CLOSED฀ SYSTEM�฀ THIS฀ DISTRIBUTED฀ OR฀ ECOLOGICAL฀ FOCUS฀
MIGHT฀BEGIN฀ TO฀ IMAGINE฀ THE฀ SITUATION฀WITHIN฀AN฀OPEN฀NETWORK�฀2ETURNING฀ TO฀
!MIN฀AND฀4HRIFT�S฀NOTION฀OF฀A฀CITY฀AS฀A฀WEATHER฀SYSTEM�฀OR฀AN฀AGGLOMERATION฀OF฀
PROCESSES�฀WE฀RECALL฀HOW฀WE฀SAW฀THAT฀hCITYv฀MIGHT฀BETTER฀BE฀CONCEPTUALIZED฀IN฀
TERMS฀OF฀A฀VERB�AS฀IN฀TO฀CITY�AS฀OPPOSED฀TO฀A฀NOUN�฀4HIS฀GRAMMATICAL฀ODDITY฀
PARALLELS฀ THE฀WAYS฀WE฀ SPEAK฀ IN฀ TERMS฀OF฀ RHETORIC฀ AS฀ A฀ VERB�฀WE฀DO฀ RHETORIC�฀
RATHER฀THAN฀�JUST	฀lNDING฀OURSELVES฀IN฀A฀RHETORIC�฀"Y฀EXTENSION�฀WE฀MIGHT฀ALSO฀
SAY฀THAT฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION฀IS฀BETTER฀CONCEPTUALIZED฀AS฀A฀MIXTURE฀OF฀PROCESSES฀
AND฀ENCOUNTERS�฀IT฀SHOULD฀BECOME฀A฀VERB�฀RATHER฀THAN฀A฀lXED฀NOUN฀OR฀SITUS�฀
4HIS฀KIND฀OF฀FOREGROUNDING฀WITHIN฀AN฀AFFECTIVE฀lELD฀OFFERS฀THE฀POSSIBILITY฀OF฀A฀
VOCABULARY฀THAT฀REVEALS฀A฀WIDER฀CONTEXT฀FOR฀PUBLIC฀RHETORICS�฀

4O฀BORROW฀ANOTHER฀CONCEPTUAL฀METAPHOR�฀WE฀ARE฀SPEAKING฀ABOUT฀THE฀WAYS฀
IN฀WHICH฀RHETORICAL฀PROCESSES฀OPERATE฀WITHIN฀A฀VIRAL฀ECONOMY�฀4HE฀INTENSITY�฀
FORCE�฀AND฀CIRCULATORY฀RANGE฀OF฀A฀ RHETORIC฀ARE฀ALWAYS฀EXPANDING฀ THROUGH฀THE฀
MUTATIONS฀AND฀NEW฀EXPOSURES฀ATTACHED฀TO฀THAT฀GIVEN฀RHETORIC�฀MUCH฀LIKE฀A฀VIRUS�฀
!N฀ECOLOGICAL�฀OR฀AFFECTIVE�฀RHETORICAL฀MODEL฀IS฀ONE฀THAT฀READS฀RHETORIC฀BOTH฀AS฀
A฀ PROCESS฀ OF฀ DISTRIBUTED฀ EMERGENCE฀ AND฀ AS฀ AN฀ ONGOING฀ CIRCULATION฀ PROCESS�฀
$ELEUZE฀AND฀'UATTARI฀GIVE฀US฀ONE฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀SUCH฀AN฀AFFECTIVE฀RHETORIC฀IN฀THEIR฀
INTRODUCTION฀TO฀!฀4HOUSAND฀0LATEAUS�฀WHERE฀THEY฀WRITE฀ABOUT฀THE฀BECOMING฀
OF฀EVOLUTIONARY฀PROCESSES฀THAT฀HAPPEN฀BETWEEN฀TWO฀OR฀MORE฀SPECIES�฀2ATHER฀
THAN฀A฀HIERARCHICAL฀TRANSMISSION฀OF฀GENETIC฀INFORMATION�฀EVOLUTION฀INVOLVES฀A฀
KIND฀OF฀SHARING฀AND฀AN฀EMERGENCE฀THAT฀HAPPENS฀IN฀THE฀IN
BETWEEN฀OF฀SPECIES�฀
4HIS฀IS฀WHAT฀2EMY฀#HAUVIN฀DESCRIBES฀AS฀AN฀hAPARALLEL฀EVOLUTION฀OF฀TWO฀BEINGS฀
THAT฀HAVE฀ABSOLUTELY฀NOTHING฀TO฀DO฀WITH฀EACH฀OTHERv฀�QUOTED฀IN฀$ELEUZE฀AND฀
'UATTARI�฀��	�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀WRITE฀$ELEUZE฀AND฀'UATTARI�
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;#ONSIDER=฀ "ENVENISTE฀ AND฀ 4ODARO�S฀ CURRENT฀ RESEARCH฀ ON฀ A฀ TYPE฀
#฀VIRUS�฀WITH฀ITS฀DOUBLE฀CONNECTION฀TO฀BABOON฀$.!฀AND฀THE฀$.!฀
OF฀ CERTAIN฀ KINDS฀ OF฀ DOMESTIC฀ CATS�฀ �฀ �฀ �฀ ;4=HERE฀ IS฀ AN฀ APARALLEL฀
EVOLUTION฀�฀�฀�฀;BETWEEN=฀THE฀BABOON฀AND฀THE฀CAT�฀IT฀IS฀OBVIOUS฀THAT฀
THEY฀ARE฀NOT฀MODELS฀OR฀COPIES฀OF฀EACH฀OTHER฀�A฀BECOMING
BABOON฀OF฀
THE฀CAT฀DOES฀NOT฀MEAN฀THAT฀THE฀CAT฀hPLAYSv฀BABOON	�฀�฀�฀�฀;4=RANSFERS฀
OF฀GENETIC฀MATERIAL฀BY฀VIRUSES฀OF฀THROUGH฀OTHER฀PROCEDURES�฀FUSIONS฀
OF฀ CELLS฀ ORIGINATING฀ IN฀ DIFFERENT฀ SPECIES�฀ HAVE฀ RESULTS฀ ANALOGOUS฀
TO฀ THOSE฀OF฀hTHE฀ABOMINABLE฀COUPLINGS฀DEAR฀ TO฀ANTIQUITY฀AND฀THE฀
-IDDLE฀!GES�v฀4RANSVERSAL฀COMMUNICATION฀BETWEEN฀DIFFERENT฀LINES฀
SCRAMBLE฀THE฀GENEALOGICAL฀TREES�฀���
��	

4HE฀ IMAGE฀ OF฀ A฀ VIRAL�GENETIC฀ CONNECTION฀ BETWEEN฀ BABOON฀ AND฀ CAT฀ �TWO฀
BEINGS฀ THAT�฀ IN฀ #HAUVIN�S฀ WORDS�฀ HAVE฀ ABSOLUTELY฀ NOTHING฀ TO฀ DO฀ WITH฀ EACH฀
OTHER	฀ SUGGESTS฀ A฀ NEW฀ KIND฀ OF฀ MODEL฀ FOR฀ THINKING฀ OF฀ RHETORIC�S฀ hTRANSVERSAL฀
COMMUNICATIONv฀ AND฀ TRAVEL฀ IN฀ THE฀WORLD�฀!฀ GIVEN฀ RHETORIC฀ IS฀NOT฀CONTAINED฀
BY฀ THE฀ ELEMENTS฀ THAT฀ COMPRISE฀ ITS฀ RHETORICAL฀ SITUATION฀ �EXIGENCE�฀ RHETOR�฀
AUDIENCE�฀ CONSTRAINTS	�฀ 2ATHER�฀ A฀ RHETORIC฀ EMERGES฀ ALREADY฀ INFECTED฀ BY฀ THE฀
VIRAL฀ INTENSITIES฀ THAT฀ ARE฀ CIRCULATING฀ IN฀ THE฀ SOCIAL฀ lELD�฀ -OREOVER�฀ THIS฀ SAME฀
RHETORIC฀WILL฀ GO฀ON฀ TO฀ EVOLVE฀ IN฀APARALLEL฀WAYS�฀ BETWEEN฀ TWO฀ hSPECIESv฀ THAT฀
HAVE฀ABSOLUTELY฀NOTHING฀TO฀DO฀WITH฀EACH฀OTHER�฀7HAT฀IS฀SHARED฀BETWEEN฀THEM฀
IS฀NOT฀THE฀SITUATION�฀BUT฀CERTAIN฀CONTAGIONS฀AND฀ENERGY�฀4HIS฀DOES฀NOT฀MEAN฀THE฀
SHARED฀RHETORIC฀REPRODUCES฀COPIES฀OR฀MODELS฀OF฀hORIGINALv฀SITUATIONS฀�ANY฀MORE฀
THAN฀THE฀SHARED฀#฀VIRUS฀TURNS฀A฀CAT฀INTO฀A฀BABOON	�฀)NSTEAD�฀THE฀SAME฀RHETORIC฀
MIGHT฀MANAGE฀TO฀INFECT฀AND฀CONNECT฀VARIOUS฀PROCESSES�฀EVENTS�฀AND฀BODIES�฀

)N฀ ORDER฀ TO฀ EXPLORE฀ WHAT฀ THIS฀ SHIFTED฀ EMPHASIS฀ ON฀ RHETORICAL฀ ECOLOGIES฀
MIGHT฀LOOK฀LIKE฀IN฀OUR฀SCHOLARSHIP�฀)฀WOULD฀LIKE฀TO฀TAKE฀AN฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀A฀PUBLIC฀
RHETORIC฀ FROM฀ MY฀ ADOPTED฀ 4EXAS฀ HOMETOWN�฀ !USTIN�฀ 7HEN฀ )฀ lRST฀ MOVED฀ TO฀
!USTIN฀ IN฀ �����฀ THE฀ ECONOMY฀ WAS฀ LESS฀ THAN฀ IDEAL�฀ 7HILE฀ !USTIN฀ IS฀ A฀ PLACE฀
OF฀ STATE฀ GOVERNMENT฀ AFFAIRS฀ AND฀ BUREAUCRACY�฀ THE฀ CITY฀ ECONOMY฀ WAS฀ FAR฀
FROM฀BEING฀COMPETITIVE฀WITH฀ LARGER฀4EXAS฀CITIES฀ LIKE฀$ALLAS฀OR฀(OUSTON�฀&EW฀
GRADUATES฀FROM฀THE฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀4EXAS฀REMAINED฀IN฀!USTIN฀FOR฀THE฀JOBS�฀YOU฀
STAYED฀ BECAUSE฀ YOU฀ LOVED฀ !USTIN��฀ "UT฀ THIS฀ ALL฀ CHANGED฀ IN฀ THE฀ MID
฀ TO฀ LATE

����S�฀WHEN฀THE฀TECHNOLOGY฀BOOM฀BROUGHT฀NEW฀INFRASTRUCTURE฀ INTO฀THE฀CITY�฀
4HANKS฀TO฀AN฀ONSLAUGHT฀OF฀DOT฀COM฀STARTUP฀COMPANIES฀IN฀THE฀AREA�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀
BIGGER฀COMPANIES฀LIKE฀$ELL฀#OMPUTERS�฀!USTIN฀QUICKLY฀BECAME฀A฀MAJOR฀PLAYER฀
IN฀THE฀TECHNOLOGY฀SECTOR�฀4HE฀CITY฀EARNED฀THE฀NICKNAME฀h3ILICON฀(ILLS�v฀WHICH฀
ECHOED฀ITS฀CLOSE฀CONNECTION฀WITH฀THE฀TECHNOLOGICALLY฀SATURATED฀AREAS฀KNOWN฀AS฀
h3ILICON฀6ALLEYv฀AND฀h3ILICON฀!LLEY�v฀!LMOST฀OVERNIGHT�฀!USTIN฀BECAME฀A฀MAJOR฀
PLAYER฀IN฀THE฀lNANCIAL฀AND฀TECHNOLOGICAL฀SECTOR�฀

!S฀A฀RESULT฀OF฀ THIS฀GROWTH�฀!USTIN฀EXPERIENCED฀SIGNIlCANT฀CHANGES฀TO฀ ITS฀
ENTIRE฀ ECONOMY�฀ .OT฀ ONLY฀ DID฀ THE฀ CITY�S฀ POPULATION฀ EXPLODE�฀ BUT฀ REAL฀ ESTATE฀
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PRICES฀ AND฀ MEDIAN฀ INCOME฀ ALSO฀ BEGAN฀ TO฀ CLIMB�฀ !CCORDING฀ TO฀ A฀ ����฀ CITY฀
COUNCIL฀WHITEPAPER฀ON฀!USTIN฀ECONOMIC฀DEVELOPMENT�

,OCAL฀ECONOMIC฀GROWTH฀IN฀!USTIN฀HAS฀BEEN฀EXTRAORDINARY฀IN฀RECENT฀
YEARS�฀ !฀ COMBINATION฀ OF฀ CORPORATE฀ RELOCATIONS฀ AND฀ EXPANSIONS�฀
RAPID฀POPULATION฀GROWTH�฀EXTENSIVE฀INVESTMENT฀IN฀TECHNOLOGY฀AND฀
)NTERNET
RELATED฀ START
UPS�฀ AND฀ THE฀ METEORIC฀ RISE฀ OF฀ $ELL฀ HELPED฀
MAKE฀ !USTIN฀ AMONG฀ THE฀ lVE฀ FASTEST฀ GROWING฀ METROPOLITAN฀ AREAS฀
IN฀THE฀5NITED฀3TATES฀OVER฀THE฀LAST฀DECADE�฀3INCE฀�����฀PER฀CAPITA฀
PERSONAL฀INCOME฀HAS฀RISEN฀FROM฀�������฀TO฀�������฀�DURING฀����	�฀
MORE฀THAN฀�������฀JOBS฀HAVE฀BEEN฀CREATED�฀AND฀THE฀AVERAGE฀PRICE฀
OF฀ A฀ HOME฀ SOLD฀ HAS฀ GROWN฀ FROM฀ �������฀ TO฀ A฀ CURRENT฀ ESTIMATE฀
OF฀���������฀ A฀ GAIN฀OF฀ ALMOST฀���฀PERCENT�฀ �h!USTIN�S฀%CONOMIC฀
&UTUREv	

"ECAUSE฀OF฀THE฀GROWTH฀IN฀INCOME฀LEVELS฀AND฀A฀MORE฀PROFESSIONAL฀POPULATION�฀
MANY฀ LARGE฀ CHAIN฀ STORES฀ BEGAN฀ TO฀ VIEW฀ !USTIN฀ AS฀ A฀ VIABLE฀ MARKET฀ FOR฀ RETAIL฀
OUTLETS฀LIKE฀(OME฀$EPOT�฀"ARNES฀AND฀.OBEL�฀3TARBUCKS�฀4ARGET�฀"ORDERS�฀AND฀
OTHER฀hBIG฀BOXv฀FRANCHISES�฀,OCALLY฀OWNED฀BUSINESSES฀IN฀!USTIN฀QUICKLY฀BEGAN฀
TO฀ FEEL฀ THE฀ STING฀ OF฀ INCREASED฀ RENTS฀ IN฀ THOSE฀ AREAS฀ THAT฀HAD฀PREVIOUSLY฀BEEN฀
AFFORDABLE�฀(IGHER฀COSTS฀OF฀OPERATION฀FORCED฀MANY฀SMALLER฀LOCAL฀BUSINESSES฀TO฀
EITHER฀MOVE฀OUTSIDE฀OF฀THEIR฀ LONG
ESTABLISHED฀SITES฀IN฀CENTRAL฀!USTIN฀OR฀CLOSE฀
DOWN฀ BUSINESS฀ COMPLETELY�฀ 3OUND฀ %XCHANGE�฀ A฀ POPULAR฀ LOCAL฀ RECORD฀ STORE฀
IN฀ THE฀HEART฀OF฀CENTRAL฀!USTIN฀ �COMMONLY฀REFERRED฀ TO฀AS฀hTHE฀$RAGv	�฀ IS฀ONE฀
EXAMPLE฀OF฀A฀BUSINESS฀THAT฀WAS฀FORCED฀TO฀SHUT฀DOWN฀ITS฀OPERATION฀DUE฀TO฀HIGHER฀
RENT�฀7HEREAS฀3OUND฀%XCHANGE�S฀RENT฀HAD฀PREVIOUSLY฀BEEN฀�����฀THROUGHOUT฀
THE฀����S�฀THE฀NEW฀LEASE฀IN฀����฀CLIMBED฀TO฀�����฀PER฀MONTH฀�'ROSS	�฀!FTER฀
SERVING฀AS฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀MOST฀UNIQUE฀INDEPENDENT฀RECORD฀STORES฀IN฀!USTIN฀SINCE฀
�����฀3OUND฀%XCHANGE฀lNALLY฀CLOSED฀ITS฀DOORS฀IN฀*ANUARY฀�����฀4HE฀BUSINESS฀
WAS฀QUICKLY฀REPLACED฀BY฀"AJA฀&RESH฀-EXICAN฀'RILL�฀A฀NATIONAL฀FAST฀FOOD฀CHAIN�฀

)N฀ !USTIN�฀ THE฀ EXPERIENCE฀ OF฀ 3OUND฀ %XCHANGE฀ IS฀ HARDLY฀ UNUSUAL�฀ !S฀
JOURNALIST฀,ACEY฀4AUBER฀WRITES฀ IN฀A฀STORY฀ FOR฀ THE฀!USTIN฀ )NDEPENDENT฀-EDIA฀
#ENTER฀ABOUT฀LOCAL฀BUSINESSES฀ALONG฀THE฀$RAG�

/N฀ THE฀ SOUTH฀END�฀#APTAIN฀1UACKENBUSH�S฀ �AKA฀1UACK�S	฀ COFFEE฀
HOUSE฀MOVED฀OUT฀MORE฀THAN฀TWO฀YEARS฀AGO฀TO฀(YDE฀0ARK�฀4HE฀SMELL฀
OF฀ INCENSE฀NO฀ LONGER฀WAFTS฀DOWN฀ THE฀ STREET฀ FROM฀ THE฀!
FRAME฀OF฀
'OOD฀'AWD�฀WHAT฀USED฀ TO฀BE฀ A฀lLLED
TO
OVERmOWING฀ VINTAGE฀ AND฀
COSTUME฀ SHOP�฀ NOW฀ RELOCATED฀ TO฀ 3OUTH฀ ,AMAR�฀ "ANZAI฀ *APANESE฀
AND฀SUSHI฀ RESTAURANT฀AND฀ ITS฀SMILING฀"UDDHA฀MURAL฀ARE฀NOWHERE฀
TO฀BE฀ FOUND�฀ )N฀ THEIR฀PLACE฀SITS฀ THE฀NEW฀HOME฀OF฀$IESEL฀CLOTHING฀
COMPANY�฀A฀BRANCH฀OF฀A฀MAJOR฀CORPORATION฀THAT฀CAN฀SET฀SHOPPERS฀
BACK฀MORE฀THAN฀����฀FOR฀A฀PAIR฀OF฀ JEANS�฀ �฀ �฀ �฀#ONTINUING฀UP฀THE฀
$RAG�฀ MORE฀ CORPORATE฀ FACES฀ APPEAR�฀ !฀ LONG
VACANT฀ AREA฀ IS฀ NOW฀
HOME฀TO฀#HIPOTLE฀-EXICAN฀'RILL�฀A฀BUSINESS฀THAT฀IS฀PARTIALLY฀OWNED฀
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BY฀ THE฀ -C$ONALDS฀ CORPORATION�฀ 7HERE฀ THE฀ OLD฀ 4EXAS฀ 4EXTBOOKS฀
ONCE฀STOOD�฀4YLER�S฀SHOE฀AND฀BEACH฀SHOP฀�฀�฀�฀DISPLAYS฀A฀GIANT฀.IKE฀
LOGO�฀�h)S฀!USTIN฀3LOWLY฀,OSING฀ITS฀#HARACTER�v	฀

"Y฀THE฀TIME฀)฀BEGAN฀TEACHING฀lRST
YEAR฀WRITING฀AT฀4HE฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀4EXAS฀IN฀
�����฀ THE฀ $RAG�S฀ MAIN฀ BUSINESSES฀ CONSISTED฀ OF฀ 4HE฀ 'AP�฀ #HIPOTLE฀ -EXICAN฀
'RILL�฀$IESEL�฀5RBAN฀/UTlTTERS�฀"ARNES฀AND฀.OBEL�฀AND฀4OWER฀2ECORDS�฀)N฀LESS฀
THAN฀ A฀ DECADE�฀ THE฀ $RAG฀ LOST฀ SEVERAL฀ INDEPENDENT฀ BOOKSTORES�฀ MUSIC฀ STORES�฀
COFFEE฀ SHOPS�฀ AND฀ OTHER฀ SMALL฀ BUSINESSES�฀ )T฀ WAS฀ DIFlCULT฀ NOT฀ TO฀ SENSE฀ THE฀
PALPABLE฀TRANSFORMATION฀THAT฀WAS฀MOVING฀THROUGHOUT฀THE฀CITY�

)N฀ �����฀ TWO฀ LOCAL฀ BUSINESSES�฀ "OOK0EOPLE฀ "OOKSTORE฀ AND฀ 7ATERLOO฀
2ECORDS�฀ DECIDED฀ TO฀ TAKE฀ A฀ STAND฀ AGAINST฀ THE฀ CITY�S฀ PLAN฀ TO฀ GIVE฀ TAX
BREAKS฀
FOR฀A฀LARGE฀"ORDER�S฀"OOKSTORE฀TO฀OPEN฀UP฀DIRECTLY฀ACROSS฀FROM฀THE฀TWO฀SHOPS�฀
!CCORDING฀TO฀3TEVE฀"ERCU�฀THE฀OWNER฀OF฀"OOK0EOPLE�฀

)฀ WAS฀ TALKING฀ WITH฀ THE฀ OWNER฀ OF฀ 7ATERLOO฀ 2ECORDS฀ ABOUT฀ OUR฀
STRUGGLE฀TO฀STOP฀THE฀#ITY฀OF฀!USTIN฀FROM฀PROVIDING฀INCENTIVES฀FOR฀A฀
DEVELOPER฀WHO฀PLANNED฀TO฀PUT฀A฀CHAIN฀BOOKSTORE฀ACROSS฀THE฀STREET฀
FROM฀OUR฀STORES�฀)฀SUGGESTED฀THAT฀WE฀GET฀SOME฀BUMPER฀STICKERS฀THAT฀
SAID฀h+EEP฀!USTIN฀7EIRD�v฀PUT฀BOTH฀OUR฀LOGOS฀ON฀THEM�฀AND฀THEN฀
GIVE฀THEM฀AWAY฀AT฀OUR฀STORES�฀7E฀DECIDED฀THAT฀WE฀SHOULD฀BUY฀�����฀
STICKERS฀AND฀SEE฀WHAT฀OUR฀CUSTOMERS฀THOUGHT�฀�"ERCU	

4HESE฀�����฀STICKERS฀WERE฀SO฀POPULAR฀THAT฀THE฀STORES฀IMMEDIATELY฀ORDERED฀
ANOTHER฀������฀AND฀THEN฀������฀STICKERS�฀!LMOST฀A฀YEAR฀LATER�฀NEARLY฀������฀
STICKERS฀HAD฀BEEN฀DISTRIBUTED�฀3OON฀ENOUGH�฀OTHER฀!USTIN฀BUSINESSES฀ JOINED฀
THE฀CALL฀TO฀WEIRDNESS�฀,OCAL฀BUSINESSES฀BEGAN฀TO฀SELL฀T
SHIRTS฀THAT฀FEATURED฀THEIR฀
INDIVIDUAL฀LOGOS฀ON฀FRONT฀AND฀THE฀SAME฀h+EEP฀!USTIN฀7EIRDv฀LOGO฀ON฀THE฀BACK�"

฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀
฀

4HE฀PHRASE฀h+EEP฀!USTIN฀7EIRDv฀QUICKLY฀PASSED฀ INTO฀ THE฀CITY�S฀CULTURAL฀
CIRCULATION�฀TAKING฀ON฀THE฀IMPORTANCE฀OF฀A฀QUASI
CIVIC฀DUTY�฀/NE฀PLEDGE฀PITCH฀
FOR฀ A฀ LOCAL฀ PUBLIC฀ RADIO฀ STATION฀ TOLD฀ LISTENERS�฀ h9OU฀ TOO฀ CAN฀ WORK฀ TOWARDS฀
KEEPING฀ !USTIN฀ WEIRD฀ BY฀ PLEDGING฀ TO฀ KEEP฀ +//0฀ 2ADIO฀ ����&-฀ ON
THE
AIR�v฀
)N฀CERTAIN฀PARTS฀OF฀!USTIN�฀IT฀IS฀NEARLY฀IMPOSSIBLE฀TO฀GO฀FOR฀VERY฀LONG฀WITHOUT฀
lNDING฀SOME฀DISPLAY฀OF฀THE฀SLOGAN฀ON฀A฀T
SHIRT�฀BUMPER฀STICKER�฀TOTE฀BAG�฀MUG�฀
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OR฀A฀LOCAL฀BUSINESS�S฀BILLBOARD฀VOWING฀TO฀hKEEP฀IT฀WEIRD�v฀)RONICALLY฀ENOUGH�฀THE฀
INJUNCTION฀TO฀h+EEP฀!USTIN฀7EIRDv฀HAS฀EVEN฀ERUPTED฀AT฀THE฀LEVEL฀OF฀CITY฀POLITICS�฀
)N฀ A฀ ����฀WHITE฀PAPER฀ ON฀!USTIN�S฀ ECONOMIC฀DEVELOPMENT�฀ THE฀ CITY฀ COUNCIL฀
FORMALLY฀ACKNOWLEDGED฀THE฀REALITY฀OF฀hWEIRD฀!USTINv฀AND฀ITS฀EFFECT฀ON฀THE฀LIFE฀
OF฀THE฀CITY฀ITSELF�฀

;1=UALITY฀ OF฀ LIFE�฀ AN฀ UMBRELLA฀ TERM฀ THAT฀ LOOSELY฀ COVERS฀ VARIABLES฀
SUCH฀ AS฀ RECREATIONAL฀ AND฀ CULTURAL฀ AMENITIES�฀ OVERALL฀ COST฀ OF฀
LIVING�฀DIVERSITY฀OF฀LOCAL฀RESIDENTS�฀AND฀A฀SENSE฀OF฀PLACE฀�฀�฀ �฀IS฀AN฀
INCREASINGLY฀IMPORTANT฀ASSET�฀4HIS฀IS฀ESPECIALLY฀THE฀CASE฀IN฀!USTIN�฀
WHERE฀THERE฀IS฀A฀STRONG฀SENSE฀THAT฀THE฀ABOVE฀FACTORS฀COMBINE฀IN฀A฀
UNIQUE฀AND฀SPECIAL฀WAY�฀�h!USTIN�S฀%CONOMIC฀&UTUREv	

4HE฀ WHITE฀ PAPER฀ FOOTNOTES฀ THAT฀ THIS฀ hSTRONG฀ SENSEv฀ OF฀ UNIQUENESS฀ IS฀
h;E=NCAPSULATED฀IN฀THE฀POPULAR฀BUMPER฀STICKER฀@+EEP฀!USTIN฀7EIRD�v฀�h!USTIN�S฀
%CONOMIC฀ &UTUREv	�฀ 7ITH฀ THIS฀ PUBLIC฀ INCORPORATION฀ OF฀ THE฀ SLOGAN�฀ THE฀ CITY฀
COUNCIL฀LEGITIMATED฀THE฀RATHER฀INTANGIBLE฀WEIRDNESS฀AS฀A฀VERY฀REAL฀ELEMENT฀OF฀
!USTIN�S฀EVERYDAY฀EXISTENCE�฀

!T฀ THIS฀ POINT�฀ ONE฀ FAMILIAR฀ QUESTION฀ SEEMS฀ APPROPRIATE�฀ 7HAT฀ IS฀ THE฀
RHETORICAL฀SITUATION฀HERE�฀5SING฀"ITZER�S฀MODEL฀OF฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION฀TO฀READ฀
!USTIN�S฀hWEIRD฀RHETORIC�v฀WE฀MIGHT฀DESCRIBE฀ THE฀hBIG฀BOXv฀ INmUX฀AS฀ �IN฀ THE฀
EYES฀OF฀MANY฀!USTINITES	฀AN฀EXIGENCE�฀OR฀AN฀IMPERFECTION฀MARKED฀BY฀URGENCY�฀
#ERTAIN฀RHETORICAL฀BODIES฀INVOLVED฀IN฀THIS฀SCENE�฀LIKE฀"OOK0EOPLE฀AND฀7ATERLOO�฀
CHOSE฀TO฀MAKE฀THE฀EXIGENCE฀SALIENT฀BY฀EVOKING฀IT฀SPECIlCALLY฀AS฀A฀PROBLEM฀TO฀
A฀NUMBER฀OF฀AUDIENCES�!USTIN฀RESIDENTS�฀CITY฀GOVERNMENT�฀ETC�฀4HERE฀WERE฀
ALSO฀ A฀ NUMBER฀ OF฀ CONSTRAINTS฀ UPON฀ ANTI
BIG฀ BOXERS�฀ INCLUDING฀ A฀ RELUCTANCE฀
TO฀BE฀SEEN฀AS฀UNDERMINING฀ FREE฀AND฀FAIR฀COMPETITION�฀7HILE฀THIS฀ IS฀ONLY฀ONE฀
POSSIBLE฀�AND฀QUITE฀TRUNCATED	฀READING฀OF฀THIS฀SCENE�S฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION�฀WE฀
CAN฀ALREADY฀BEGIN฀TO฀SEE฀HOW฀THIS฀MODEL฀CAN฀BE฀USEFUL฀FOR฀READING฀THE฀COMPLEX฀
RELATION฀OF฀ELEMENTS฀WITHIN฀PUBLIC฀SCENES�฀

"UT�฀ AT฀ THE฀ SAME฀ TIME�฀ WE฀ CAN฀ ALSO฀ BRACKET฀ THESE฀ ANALYTICAL฀ TERMS฀ IN฀
ORDER฀ TO฀BRING฀SOMETHING฀ELSE฀ INTO฀ FOCUS�฀ THE฀ LIVED�฀ IN
PROCESS฀OPERATIONS฀OF฀
THIS฀RHETORIC�฀(ERE฀WE�RE฀SIMPLY฀SHIFTING฀lELD฀AND฀GROUND฀OF฀THE฀SAME฀SCENE�"
"ECAUSE฀ THE฀ RHETORIC฀ OF฀ hWEIRDNESSv฀ IS฀ DISTRIBUTED฀ THROUGH฀ ECOLOGIES฀ THAT฀
EXPAND฀ BEYOND฀ AUDIENCE�RHETOR�EXIGENCE�฀ WE฀ BEGIN฀ TO฀ SEE฀ MORE฀ ABOUT฀ ITS฀
PUBLIC฀OPERATION฀BY฀BRACKETING฀THESE฀TERMS฀FOR฀A฀MOMENT�฀#ONSIDER฀THE฀WAYS฀
IN฀WHICH฀THIS฀RHETORIC฀HAS฀CIRCULATED฀IN฀THE฀SOCIAL฀lELD�฀4HE฀ORIGINAL฀RHETORIC฀
HAS฀BEEN฀EXPANDED฀ IN฀ THE฀COURSE฀OF฀NEW฀CALLS�฀WHICH฀ADOPT฀ THE฀PHRASE฀AND฀
TRANSFORM฀IT฀TO฀lT฀OTHER฀PURPOSES�฀4HE฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀4EXAS฀,IBERAL฀!RTS�฀COLLEGE฀
GIVES฀ AWAY฀ SHIRTS฀ THAT฀ ARE฀ VERY฀ SIMILAR฀ TO฀ THE฀ hWEIRDv฀ SHIRTS�฀ THOUGH฀ THEY฀
FEATURE฀THE฀SLOGAN฀h+EEP฀!USTIN฀,IBERAL฀!RTSv฀IN฀PLACE฀OF฀THE฀EARLIER฀MOTTO�฀
฀ ,IKEWISE�฀ THE฀!USTIN฀0UBLIC฀,IBRARY฀CIRCULATED฀MANY฀POPULAR฀BUMPER฀
STICKERS฀THAT฀ALSO฀KEPT฀THE฀SAME฀hWEIRDv฀FONT�฀BUT฀INSTEAD฀FEATURING฀THE฀WORDS�฀฀฀฀



฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ 2HETORIC฀3OCIETY฀1UARTERLY ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀ ฀

4HE฀OBVIOUS฀IRONY฀IN฀#INGULAR�S฀

ATE฀ INTERESTS฀ IN฀ !USTIN�฀ 4HESE฀ VARIOUS฀ RHETORICS฀ OVERLAP฀ THROUGH฀ A฀ KIND฀ OF"
SHARED฀CONTAGION�฀THOUGH฀THE฀CALLS฀FOR฀LOCAL฀BUSINESS฀SUPPORT�฀THE฀PROMOTION฀
OF฀,IBERAL฀!RTS�฀AND฀THE฀ENCOURAGEMENT฀OF฀LITERACY฀ARE฀HARDLY฀OVERLAPPING฀IN฀
TERMS฀OF฀THEIR฀EXIGENCIES฀OR฀EVEN฀THEIR฀AUDIENCES�฀!T฀THE฀SAME฀TIME�฀OF฀COURSE�฀
THE฀hWEIRD฀RHETORICv฀RECEIVES฀AN฀INCREASED฀CIRCULATION฀THROUGH฀THESE฀KINDS฀OF฀
AFFECTIVE฀TRANSMISSION�฀

฀
" "

h+EEP฀ !USTIN฀ 2EADING�v฀ 3IMILARLY�฀ NEW฀
BUSINESSES฀ THAT฀ EMERGED฀ AS฀ REPLACEMENTS฀
OF฀ OLDER฀ LOCAL฀ BUSINESSES฀ HAVE฀ BEGUN฀ TO฀
ADOPT฀ THE฀ h+EEP฀ !USTIN฀ 7EIRDv฀ SLOGAN฀
AS฀ ADVERTISEMENT�฀ /LDER฀ BUSINESSES�฀ TOO�฀
HAVE฀STARTED฀USING฀THE฀PHRASE฀AS฀A฀WAY฀OF฀
PROMOTING฀THEMSELVES฀IN฀LOCAL฀PUBLICATIONS�฀
%VEN฀THE฀CORPORATE฀GIANT฀#INGULAR฀7IRELESS฀
HAS฀ CREATED฀ AN฀ ADVERTISEMENT฀ IN฀ LOCAL฀
PUBLICATIONS฀ THAT฀ PROMINENTLY฀ FEATURES฀
THE฀PHRASE฀h+EEPIN�฀!USTIN฀7EIRDv฀BESIDE฀
THEIR฀CORPORATE฀LOGO�฀4HE฀OBVIOUS฀IRONY฀IN฀
#INGULAR�S฀USE฀OF฀THIS฀PHRASE฀RELATES฀TO฀THE฀
hWEIRDv฀SLOGAN�S฀ORIGINATION฀IN฀A฀MOVEMENT฀
AGAINST฀BIG฀BUSINESS฀AND฀NON
LOCAL฀CORPOR
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)N฀FACT�฀EVEN฀THE฀INCREASINGLY฀POPULAR฀COUNTER
SLOGANS฀MANAGE฀TO฀ILLUSTRATE฀
A฀KIND฀OF฀DISTRIBUTED฀ECOLOGICAL฀SPREAD฀OF฀THIS฀RHETORIC�฀!PPEARING฀ON฀T
SHIRTS฀
AND฀BUMPER฀STICKERS฀ THROUGHOUT฀!USTIN�฀ THERE฀ IS฀ THE฀h-AKE฀!USTIN฀.ORMALv฀
CAMPAIGN�฀WHICH฀WAS฀THE฀BRAINCHILD฀OF฀A฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀4EXAS฀BUSINESS฀STUDENT฀
WHO฀WANTED฀TO฀MAKE฀A฀POINT฀OF฀�AND฀A฀PROlT฀FROM	฀WHAT฀HE฀SEES฀AS฀THE฀IRONIC฀
POPULARITY฀ OF฀ THE฀ h+EEP฀!USTIN฀7EIRDv฀ SLOGAN�฀/F฀ COURSE�฀ THE฀ h-AKE฀!USTIN฀
.ORMALv฀CAMPAIGN฀IS฀HARDLY฀UNIQUE�฀7HILE฀WALKING฀ALONG฀THE฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀MAIN฀
CITY฀STREETS฀OF฀CENTRAL฀!USTIN฀ONE฀SPRING฀DAY�฀)฀STUMBLED฀ACROSS฀A฀PIECE฀OF฀WHITE฀
PAPER฀PASTED฀ON฀THE฀SIDE฀OF฀A฀NEWSPAPER฀STAND�฀)N฀ALL฀BLOCK฀LETTERS�฀THE฀WORDS฀
READ�฀ h+EEP฀ !USTIN฀ FUCKING฀ NORMAL�฀ #ONFORM�฀ )T�S฀ JUST฀ EASIER�v฀ 5PON฀ SEEING฀
A฀PICTURE฀OF฀THIS฀HOMEMADE฀SIGN�฀MY฀FRIEND฀LAUGHINGLY฀COMMENTED�฀h$OESN�T฀
THIS฀ PERSON฀ REALIZE฀ JUST฀ HOW฀ WEIRD฀ THIS฀ SIGN฀ IS�v฀ 7HILE฀ MY฀ FRIEND฀ MEANT฀
THIS฀ COMMENT฀ IN฀ JEST�฀ IT฀ ADDRESSES฀ ANOTHER฀ ASPECT฀ OF฀ WHAT฀ )฀ CALL฀ hRHETORICAL฀
ECOLOGIES�v฀.OT฀ONLY฀DO฀THESE฀COUNTER
RHETORICS฀DIRECTLY฀RESPOND฀TO฀AND฀RESIST฀
THE฀ ORIGINAL฀ EXIGENCE�฀ THEY฀ ALSO฀ EXPAND฀ THE฀ LIVED฀ EXPERIENCE฀ OF฀ THE฀ ORIGINAL฀
RHETORICS฀BY฀ADDING฀TO฀THEM�EVEN฀WHILE฀CHANGING฀AND฀EXPANDING฀THEIR฀SHAPE�฀
4HE฀ANTI
WEIRD฀RHETORICS฀OF฀!USTIN฀ADD฀TO฀THE฀hWEIRD฀RHETORICv฀ECOLOGY฀THROUGH฀
A฀PRACTICE฀OF฀MIXTURE฀AND฀ENCOUNTERS฀OF฀EXTENDED฀PROXIMITY�

฀

$ISTRIBUTION�฀CONCATENATION�฀ENCOUNTER�฀4HIS฀PUBLIC฀SCENE฀FORCES฀US฀INTO฀
A฀ RATHER฀ mUID฀ FRAMEWORK฀ OF฀ EXCHANGES�A฀ mUIDITY฀ THAT฀ BLEEDS฀ THE฀ ELEMENTS฀
OF฀RHETORICAL฀SITUATION�฀)NDEED�฀THE฀�NEO	"ITZERIAN฀MODELS฀CANNOT฀ACCOUNT฀FOR฀
THE฀ AMALGAMATIONS฀ AND฀ TRANSFORMATIONS�THE฀ VIRAL฀ SPREAD�OF฀ THIS฀ RHETORIC฀
WITHIN฀ITS฀WIDER฀ECOLOGY�฀7HEN฀WE฀TEMPORARILY฀BRACKET฀THE฀DISCRETE฀ELEMENTS฀
OF฀RHETOR�฀AUDIENCE�฀AND฀EXIGENCE฀IN฀THE฀h+EEP฀!USTIN฀7EIRDv฀MOVEMENT�฀WE฀
ATTUNE฀TO฀THE฀PROCESSES฀THAT฀BOTH฀COMPRISE฀AND฀EXTEND฀THE฀RHETORICS�฀)NDEED�฀
THE฀RHETORICAL฀PROCESS฀ITSELF฀PLAYS฀OUT฀BETWEEN฀THE฀SITES฀OF฀THESE฀ELEMENTS�฀THE฀
CALL฀IS฀CURRENTLY฀CIRCULATING฀ON฀SHIRTS฀AND฀CARS�฀IT฀IS฀MOCKED฀AND฀PUSHED฀AGAINST�฀
AND฀IT฀IS฀DISTRIBUTED฀ACROSS฀PURPOSES฀AND฀INSTITUTIONAL฀SPACES�")T฀CIRCULATES฀IN฀A฀
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WIDE฀ECOLOGY฀OF฀RHETORICS�"4O฀PLAY฀OFF฀3HAVIRO�S฀WORDS�฀THE฀FORCE฀OF฀hMESSAGES�v฀
AS฀THEY฀ACCRETE฀OVER฀TIME�฀DETERMINE฀THE฀SHAPE฀OF฀PUBLIC฀RHETORICS�

!LTHOUGH฀ THE฀ STANDARD฀ MODELS฀ OF฀ RHETORICAL฀ SITUATION฀ CAN฀ TELL฀ US฀ MUCH฀
ABOUT฀ THE฀ ELEMENTS฀ THAT฀ ARE฀ INVOLVED฀ IN฀ A฀ PARTICULAR฀ SITUATION�฀ THESE฀ SAME฀
MODELS฀CAN฀ALSO฀MASK฀THE฀mUIDITY฀OF฀RHETORIC�฀2HETORICAL฀SITUATIONS฀INVOLVE฀THE฀
AMALGAMATION฀AND฀MIXTURE฀OF฀MANY฀DIFFERENT฀EVENTS฀AND฀HAPPENINGS฀THAT฀ARE฀
NOT฀PROPERLY฀SEGMENTED฀INTO฀AUDIENCE�฀TEXT�฀OR฀RHETORICIAN�฀7E฀MUST฀THEREFORE฀
CONSIDER฀WHETHER฀OUR฀POPULAR฀MODELS฀REmECT฀THE฀FULLNESS฀OF฀RHETORIC�S฀OPERA

TION฀IN฀PUBLIC�฀2HETORICAL฀ECOLOGIES฀ARE฀CO
ORDINATING฀PROCESSES�฀MOVING฀ACROSS฀
THE฀SAME฀SOCIAL฀lELD฀AND฀WITHIN฀SHARED฀STRUCTURES฀OF฀FEELING�฀4HE฀ORIGINAL฀CALL฀
OF฀!USTIN�S฀ hWEIRDv฀ RHETORIC�฀ FOR฀ EXAMPLE�฀HAS฀BEEN฀AFFECTED฀BY฀ THE฀ ACTIONS�฀
EVENTS�฀AND฀ENCOUNTERS฀THAT฀FORM฀hSMALL฀EVENTS฀LOOSELY฀JOINEDv�฀AS฀A฀KIND฀OF฀
RHETORICAL
EVENT฀NEIGHBORHOOD�฀%VEN฀WHEN฀A฀MULTI
NATIONAL฀CORPORATION฀ LIKE฀
#INGULAR฀COOPTS฀THE฀PHRASE�฀PLACING฀IT฀WITHIN฀A฀COMPLETELY฀ANTITHETICAL฀CONTEXT฀
FROM฀ITS฀ORIGIN�฀WE฀lND฀THAT฀#INGULAR�S฀RHETORIC฀ADDS฀TO฀THE฀�ORIGINAL	฀RHETORIC฀
OF฀hWEIRDNESSv฀IN฀!USTIN�฀4HEY฀MARK฀TWO฀DIFFERENT฀SITUATIONS�฀OF฀COURSE�COM

PLETE฀WITH฀DIFFERENT฀EXIGENCE�฀AUDIENCE�฀RHETORS�฀AND฀CONSTRAINTS�฀"UT฀#INGU

LAR�S฀RHETORIC฀CO
ORDINATES฀WITHIN฀THE฀SAME฀NEIGHBORHOOD฀AS฀THE฀ANTI
CORPORATE฀
RHETORIC�฀4HUS�฀IN฀THE฀COURSE฀OF฀THIS฀EVOLUTION�฀THE฀hWEIRD฀RHETORICv฀RECEIVES฀
WHAT฀WE฀MIGHT฀CALL฀AN฀EXTENDED฀HALF
LIFE฀IN฀ITS฀RANGE฀OF฀CIRCULATION฀AND฀VISIBIL

ITY�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀A฀CHANGED฀SHAPE�฀FORCE�฀AND฀INTENSITY�฀,IKE฀A฀NEIGHBORHOOD�฀THE฀
AMALGAMATION฀OF฀EVENTS฀CAN฀BOTH฀EXTEND฀THE฀STREET�S฀VISIBILITY฀�OR฀IMPACT	฀AND฀
ITS฀VERY฀CONTOURS�

#ONSEQUENTLY�฀ THOUGH฀ RHETORICAL฀ SITUATION฀ MODELS฀ ARE฀ UNDENIABLY฀ HELP

FUL฀ FOR฀ THINKING฀OF฀ RHETORIC�S฀ CONTEXTUAL฀ CHARACTER�฀ THEY฀ FALL฀ SOMEWHAT฀ SHORT฀
WHEN฀ACCOUNTING฀FOR฀THE฀AMALGAMATIONS฀AND฀TRANSFORMATIONS�THE฀SPREAD�OF฀
A฀GIVEN฀RHETORIC฀WITHIN฀ITS฀WIDER฀ECOLOGY�฀2ATHER฀THAN฀REPLACING฀THE฀RHETORICAL฀
SITUATION฀MODELS฀THAT฀WE฀HAVE฀FOUND฀SO฀USEFUL�฀HOWEVER�฀AN฀ECOLOGICAL฀AUGMEN

TATION฀ADOPTS฀A฀VIEW฀TOWARD฀THE฀PROCESSES฀AND฀EVENTS฀THAT฀EXTEND฀BEYOND฀THE฀
LIMITED฀BOUNDARIES฀OF฀ ELEMENTS�฀/NE฀POTENTIAL฀ VALUE฀OF฀ SUCH฀A฀ SHIFTED฀ FOCUS฀
IS฀THE฀WAY฀WE฀VIEW฀COUNTER
RHETORICS�฀ ISSUES฀OF฀COOPTATION�฀AND฀STRATEGIES฀OF฀
RHETORICAL฀ PRODUCTION฀ AND฀ CIRCULATION�฀ -OREOVER�฀ WE฀ CAN฀ BEGIN฀ TO฀ RECOGNIZE฀
THE฀WAY฀RHETORICS฀ARE฀HELD฀TOGETHER฀TRANS
SITUATIONALLY�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀THE฀EFFECTS฀OF฀
TRANS
SITUATIONALITY฀ON฀RHETORICAL฀CIRCULATION�฀!S฀URBAN฀SCHOLAR฀(ELEN฀,IGGETT฀
WRITES�฀ hPRESENTATIONS฀ OF฀ SITUATION฀ ;CAN฀ BE=฀ UNDERSTOOD฀ AS฀ SOMEWHAT฀ OPEN

ENDED฀ PROCESSES฀ INVOLVING฀ RELAYS฀ AND฀ CONNECTIONS฀ THAT฀ ARE฀ BOTH฀ THEORETICAL฀
AND฀PRACTICALv฀��	�฀)N฀OTHER฀WORDS�฀WE฀BEGIN฀TO฀SEE฀THAT฀PUBLIC฀RHETORICS฀DO฀NOT฀
ONLY฀EXIST฀ IN฀THE฀ELEMENTS฀OF฀ THEIR฀SITUATIONS�฀BUT฀ALSO฀ IN฀THE฀RADIUS฀OF฀ THEIR฀
NEIGHBORING฀EVENTS�

"Y฀SHIFTING฀THE฀GROUND฀AND฀lELD฀IN฀THIS฀MANNER�฀WE฀ADD฀THE฀DIMENSION฀OF฀
MOVEMENT฀BACK฀ INTO฀OUR฀DISCUSSIONS฀OF฀ RHETORIC�฀"RIAN฀-ASSUMI฀ ILLUMINATES฀
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THE฀DILEMMA฀OF฀MOVEMENT�S฀ABSENCE฀IN฀OUR฀THEORIES�฀h7HEN฀POSITIONING฀OF฀ANY฀
KIND฀COMES฀A฀DETERMINING฀lRST฀;IN฀OUR฀THEORIES=�฀MOVEMENT฀COMES฀A฀PROBLEM

ATIC฀SECOND�฀�฀�฀�฀-OVEMENT฀IS฀ENTIRELY฀SUBORDINATED฀TO฀THE฀POSITIONS฀IT฀CONNECTS�฀
�฀�฀�4HE฀VERY฀NOTION฀OF฀MOVEMENT฀AS฀QUALITATIVE฀TRANSFORMATION฀IS฀;THEREFORE=฀
LACKINGv฀��	�฀7E฀HEAR฀ECHOES฀OF฀"IESECKER�S฀CRITIQUE฀HERE฀THAT฀RHETORICAL฀SITU

ATION฀TOO฀OFTEN฀IMAGINES฀AN฀AUDIENCE฀AS฀A฀hCONGLOMERATION฀OF฀SUBJECTS฀WHOSE฀
IDENTITY฀IS฀lXED฀PRIOR฀TO฀THE฀RHETORICAL฀EVENT฀ITSELF�v฀WHICH฀CIRCUMSCRIBES฀THE฀
POWER฀OF฀RHETORIC฀AS฀MOVEMENT�฀-ASSUMI�S฀HOPE฀IS฀THAT฀

MOVEMENT�฀ SENSATION�฀ AND฀ QUALITIES฀ OF฀ EXPERIENCE฀ COUCHED฀ IN฀
MATTER฀IN฀ITS฀MOST฀LITERAL฀SENSE฀�AND฀SENSING	฀MIGHT฀BE฀CULTURALLY

THEORETICALLY฀ THINKABLE�฀ WITHOUT฀ FALLING฀ INTO฀ EITHER฀ �฀ �฀ �฀ NAÕVE฀
REALISM฀ OR฀ �฀ �฀ �฀ SUBJECTIVISM฀ AND฀ WITHOUT฀ CONTRADICTING฀ THE฀ VERY฀
REAL฀ INSIGHTS฀ OF฀ POSTSTRUCTURALIST฀ CULTURAL฀ THEORY฀ CONCERNING฀ THE฀
COEXTENSIVENESS฀ OF฀ CULTURE฀ WITH฀ THE฀ lELD฀ OF฀ EXPERIENCE฀ AND฀ OF฀
POWER฀WITH฀CULTURE�฀��	฀

/UR฀RHETORICAL฀THEORIES฀CAN฀THUS฀ACKNOWLEDGE฀THE฀AFFECTIVE฀CHANNELS฀OF฀RHETORI

CAL฀COMMUNICATION฀AND฀OPERATION฀BY฀hTESTIFYINGv฀TO฀THEM�฀3UCH฀TESTIMONIES฀
WOULD฀INVENT฀NEW฀CONCEPTS฀AND฀DEPLOY฀THEM฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀THEORIZE฀HOW฀PUBLICS฀
ARE฀ALSO฀CREATED฀THROUGH฀AFFECTIVE฀CHANNELS�฀

/NE฀IMPLICATION฀OF฀CONCEIVING฀RHETORICS฀IN฀ECOLOGICAL฀OR฀EVENT
FULL฀TERMS฀
RELATES฀TO฀RHETORIC฀AND฀COMPOSITION฀PEDAGOGIES�฀-ORE฀SPECIlCALLY�฀)฀ARGUE฀THAT฀
THIS฀AUGMENTED฀FRAMEWORK฀CAN฀EMERGE฀AT฀THE฀LEVEL฀OF฀PRODUCTION�฀)N฀HER฀DIS

CUSSION฀OF฀CLASSROOMS฀AS฀�POTENTIALLY	฀PROTOPUBLIC฀BODIES�฀2OSA฀%BERLY฀ARGUES฀
THAT฀ RHETORIC฀ IS฀ A฀PROCESS�฀NOT฀ A฀ SUBSTANCE฀ THAT฀ INHERES฀ IN฀ THE฀ COLLECTION฀OF฀
TRAITS฀WITHIN฀A฀GIVEN฀TEXT�฀)NSTEAD�฀SHE฀CONTINUES�฀h2HETORIC฀ IS฀THUS฀NOT฀ONLY฀
UNDERSTOOD฀BUT฀PRACTICED฀ AS฀ THE฀POWERFUL฀ ARCHITECTONIC฀PRODUCTIVE฀ ART฀ THAT฀
IT฀ISv฀����	�฀%MPHASIZING฀PRODUCTION฀SHOULD฀NOT฀MEAN฀FALLING฀INTO฀THE฀TRAP฀OF฀
hREAL฀ VS�฀ ARTIlCIALv฀ WRITING฀ SITUATIONS�฀ BUT฀ INSTEAD฀ SHOULD฀ STRESS฀ THE฀ WAYS฀ IN฀
WHICH฀RHETORICAL฀PRODUCTIONS฀ARE฀INSEPARABLE฀FROM฀LIVED฀ENCOUNTERS฀OF฀PUBLIC฀
LIFE�฀2ICHARD฀-ARBACK฀CALLS฀THIS฀INSEPARABILITY฀A฀hMATERIAL฀THEORY฀OF฀RHETORIC�v฀
WHICH฀hWOULD฀ARTICULATE฀THE฀IMPACT฀OF฀MATERIAL฀AND฀REPRESENTATIONAL฀PRACTICES฀
ON฀EACH฀OTHERv฀���	�฀4HE฀KINDS฀OF฀PEDAGOGIES฀)฀WOULD฀LIKE฀TO฀PURSUE฀ATTUNE฀TO฀
THIS฀MUTUALITY฀OF฀MATERIAL฀PRACTICE�฀EMBODIED฀EXPERIENCE�฀AND฀DISCURSIVE฀REP

RESENTATION฀THAT฀OPERATE฀IN฀PUBLIC฀SPACES฀EVERY฀DAY�฀"Y฀WAY฀OF฀CONCLUDING฀MY฀
DISCUSSION�฀)฀WANT฀TO฀BRIEmY฀HIGHLIGHT฀ONE฀WAY฀THAT฀THIS฀ECOLOGICAL฀PUBLICNESS฀
CAN฀ INFORM฀OUR฀PEDAGOGICAL฀PRACTICES฀ IN฀ORDER฀ TO฀PLACE฀GREATER฀EMPHASIS฀ON฀
PRODUCTION฀IN฀THE฀CLASSROOM�

7HEREAS฀RESEARCH฀IS฀OFTEN฀CONSIDERED฀BY฀STUDENTS฀�AND฀EVEN฀SOME฀TEACH

ERS	฀AS฀A฀PROCESS฀LEADING฀TO฀PUBLIC฀PRODUCTION฀AND฀CIRCULATION฀�A฀MEANS฀TO฀AN฀
END�฀SO฀TO฀SPEAK	�฀WE฀CAN฀LOOK฀TO฀THE฀LOGICS฀OF฀A฀GENERATIVE฀RESEARCH฀METHOD฀
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THAT฀TAKES฀THE฀CIRCULATION฀OF฀EFFECTS฀AS฀AN฀AIM�฀3OME฀OF฀THE฀MOST฀COMPELLING฀
hLIVEv฀EXAMPLES฀OF฀GENERATIVE฀RESEARCH฀ARE฀CITY฀BLOGS�฀OR฀WEBLOGS฀�OFTEN฀WRITTEN฀
BY฀INDIVIDUALS	฀THAT฀TRACK฀THE฀LIFE฀OF฀A฀PLACE฀THROUGH฀IMAGES�฀TEXT�฀COMMENTS�฀
AND฀ LINKS฀ TO฀ RELEVANT฀ STORIES฀ AND฀ SITES�฀ 4AKE฀ THE฀ EXAMPLE฀ OF฀ '�฀ 3CHINDLER�S฀
PHOTOBLOG�฀WHICH฀DOCUMENTS฀THE฀LIFE฀OF฀!USTIN฀AND฀ITS฀URBAN฀SPACES฀THROUGH฀
IMAGES�฀4HE฀BLOG฀WRITER�฀OR฀hBLOGGER�v฀ TRACKS฀THE฀CITY฀ IN฀WHAT฀WE฀MIGHT฀REC

OGNIZE฀AS฀A฀KIND฀OF฀LOCAL
RESEARCH
IN
THE
WILD�฀3CHINDLER฀IS฀A฀STALKER฀OF฀SORTS�฀
DOCUMENTING฀LOCAL฀PLACES฀WITHOUT฀ANY฀OTHER฀TELOS฀BEYOND฀THE฀DOCUMENTATION฀
ITSELF�฀(IS฀IMAGES฀ARE฀UNFRAMED฀BY฀EXTRA฀COMMENTARY฀OR฀DESCRIPTIONS�฀ALLOWING฀
THE฀READER฀TO฀SIMPLY฀DRIFT฀THROUGH฀THE฀CITY฀IN฀A฀KIND฀OF฀DERIVE�฀4HROUGH฀HIS฀IM

AGES฀OF฀SIGNS�฀STOREFRONTS�฀ABANDONED฀COUCHES�฀AND฀HANDMADE฀LOST฀PET฀mYERS�฀
3CHINDLER฀ CAPTURES฀ THE฀ �EXTRA	ORDINARY฀ DETAILS฀ OF฀ LIFE฀ IN฀ THE฀ CITY�฀ )NSTEAD฀ OF฀
ATTEMPTING฀TO฀GIVE฀READERS฀THE฀hTRUEv฀VERSION฀OF฀!USTIN�฀HE฀DOCUMENTS฀HIS฀OWN฀
ENCOUNTERS฀WITH�IN฀THE฀CITY�฀

"Kocigu"htqo"UejkpfngtÓu"rjqvqdnqi

฀

#ALL฀IT฀GENERATIVE฀RESEARCH�฀4HESE฀ENCOUNTERS฀CAN฀BE฀TRACKED฀AMONG฀�STU

DENT	฀USERS฀AS฀AN฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀HOW฀REPRESENTATIONS฀OF฀PLACE�LIKE฀!USTIN�ARE฀
CONSTRUCTED฀DISCURSIVELY�฀VISUALLY�฀AFFECTIVELY�฀AND฀LINK
FULLY�฀-OREOVER�฀BECAUSE฀
THIS฀KIND฀OF฀DOCUMENTATION฀IS฀PUBLIC�฀OFTEN฀OPEN฀TO฀COMMENTS฀AND฀CITATION฀IN฀
OTHER฀BLOGS฀AND฀WEBSITES�฀THE฀hRESEARCHv฀GROWS฀IN฀SOCIAL฀WAVES�฀4HE฀NETWORKED฀
NATURE฀OF฀BLOGS฀PUTS฀RESEARCH฀ INTO฀A฀CIRCULATION฀THAT฀BECOMES฀ LINKED�฀PUT฀ TO฀
OTHER฀USES�฀ TRANSFORMED�฀ )N฀ FACT�฀WITHOUT฀SUCH฀CITATION฀AND฀USE฀BY฀OTHERS�฀A฀
BLOG฀IS฀AS฀GOOD฀AS฀DEAD�฀!FTER฀A฀BIT฀OF฀CAVEAT
ING�฀WE฀MIGHT฀EVEN฀DUB฀IT฀AN฀ACT฀OF฀
hOPEN฀SOURCEv฀RESEARCH�฀EXPOSING฀THE฀MYTH฀OF฀RESEARCH฀AS฀A฀PERSONAL฀PROCESS฀
THAT฀ONLY฀LATER฀LEADS฀TO฀A฀PUBLIC฀TEXT�฀4HE฀PHOTOBLOG�S฀LOGIC฀TURNS฀DOCUMENTA

TION฀INTO฀A฀KIND฀OF฀SOCIAL฀PRODUCTION฀IN฀ITSELF�฀

2ATHER฀ THAN฀ THINKING฀ ONLY฀ IN฀ TERMS฀ OF฀ AUDIENCE�฀ PURPOSE�฀ CLARITY�฀ AND฀
INFORMATION�฀ THEREFORE�฀ THE฀ LOGIC฀OF฀ THE฀PHOTOBLOG฀ FOCUSES฀ON฀THE฀EFFECTS฀AND฀
CONCATENATIONS฀OF฀OUR฀LOCAL฀ECOLOGIES�฀"RINGING฀THIS฀LOGIC฀INTO฀THE฀REALM฀OF฀OUR฀
OWN฀RHETORICAL฀PEDAGOGY�฀WE฀ARE฀REMINDED฀THAT฀RHETORICALLY
GROUNDED฀EDUCA

TION฀CAN฀MEAN฀SOMETHING฀MORE฀THAN฀LEARNING฀HOW฀TO฀DECODE฀ELEMENTS�฀ANALYZE฀
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TEXTS�฀ AND฀ THINKING฀ABOUT฀PUBLIC฀CIRCULATIONS฀OF฀ RHETORIC�฀ )T฀ CAN฀ALSO฀ENGAGE฀
PROCESSES฀AND฀ENCOUNTERS�฀.OT฀hLEARNING฀BY฀DOING�v฀BUT฀hTHINKING฀BY฀DOING�v฀
/R�฀BETTER฀YET�฀THINKING�DOING�WITH฀A฀RAZOR฀THIN฀SLASH฀MARK฀BARELY฀KEEPING฀
THE฀TWO฀TERMS฀FROM฀BLEEDING฀INTO฀EACH฀OTHER�฀4HIS฀IS฀A฀RETHINKING฀OF฀THE฀hIN฀
ORDER฀TO฀LATERv฀MODEL�฀WHERE฀STUDENTS฀LEARN฀METHODS�฀SKILLS�฀AND฀RESEARCH฀IN฀
ORDER฀TO฀LATER฀PRODUCE฀AT฀OTHER฀SITES฀�OTHER฀SITES฀IN฀THE฀UNIVERSITY฀OR฀WORKPLACE�฀
FOR฀EXAMPLE	�฀4HIS฀ONE
WAY฀mOW฀CAN฀BE฀RADICALLY฀REVISED฀IN฀EVERYDAY฀SETTINGS�฀
WHERE฀RHETORICAL฀ECOLOGIES฀ARE฀ALREADY฀SPATIALLY�฀AFFECTIVELY�฀AND฀CONCEPTUALLY฀
IN฀ PRACTICE�฀ !S฀ %BERLY฀ PUTS฀ IT�฀ h;R=HETORIC฀ MATTERS฀ BECAUSE฀ RHETORIC�WHICH฀
DEMANDS฀ENGAGEMENT฀WITH฀THE฀LIVING�IS฀THE฀PROCESS฀THROUGH฀WHICH฀TEXTS฀ARE฀
NOT฀ONLY฀PRODUCED฀BUT฀ALSO฀UNDERSTOOD฀TO฀MATTERv฀�����฀EMPHASIS฀MINE	�฀4HIS฀
hMATTERINGv฀ IS฀NOT฀ FULLY฀EXPLAINED฀ONLY฀BY฀A฀ TEXT�S฀ELEMENTAL฀PROPERTIES�฀BUT฀
ALSO฀IN฀THE฀SENSE฀OF฀MATERIAL฀EFFECTS฀AND฀PROCESSES�฀7HEN฀WE฀APPROACH฀A฀RHETO

RIC฀THAT฀DOES฀INDEED฀ENGAGE฀WITH฀THE฀LIVING�฀HOOKING฀INTO฀THE฀PROCESSES฀THAT฀ARE฀
ALREADY฀ IN฀PLAY�฀ THEN฀WE฀lND฀OURSELVES฀ THEORIZING฀RHETORICAL฀PUBLICNESS�฀7E฀
lND฀OURSELVES฀ENGAGING฀A฀PUBLIC฀RHETORIC฀WHOSE฀POWER฀IS฀NOT฀CIRCUMSCRIBED฀OR฀
DELIMITED�฀7E฀ENCOUNTER฀RHETORIC�฀

%NGLISH฀$EPARTMENT
4HE฀0ENNSYLVANIA฀3TATE฀5NIVERSITY

.OTES
)฀WOULD฀LIKE฀TO฀THANK฀$IANE฀$AVIS�฀*EFF฀2ICE�฀AND฀#OLLIN฀"ROOKE฀FOR฀THEIR฀FEED

BACK฀ON฀EARLIER฀DRAFTS฀OF฀THIS฀ARTICLE�
��฀0ERHAPS฀WE฀CAN฀REPHRASE฀THIS฀NOTION฀OF฀DISTRIBUTION฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀MUSIC�฀THE฀
LIVED฀EXPERIENCE฀OF฀LISTENING฀TO฀A฀SONG฀CANNOT฀BE฀FRAMED฀ONLY฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀ITS฀
CONSTITUENT฀ PARTS�฀ THE฀ EXPERIENCE฀ ALSO฀ INCLUDES฀ THE฀ DISTRIBUTED฀ PROCESSES฀ OF฀
HEARING�AND�฀ IN฀ MY฀ APARTMENT฀ WITH฀ THE฀ BASS฀ TURNED฀ UP�฀ EVEN฀ FEELING฀ THE฀
SONG�
��฀*OKES฀USED฀TO฀CIRCULATE฀ABOUT฀!USTIN฀BEING฀THE฀ONLY฀CITY฀IN฀THE฀5NITED฀3TATES฀
WHERE฀THE฀�
��฀EMPLOYEES฀ALSO฀HAPPENED฀TO฀HAVE฀0H$S�
��฀ (ERE฀ )฀ PURPOSEFULLY฀ PLAY฀ OFF฀ $AVID฀ 7EINBERGER�S฀ 3MALL฀ 0IECES฀ ,OOSELY฀
*OINED�฀WHICH฀MAKES฀A฀SIMILAR฀KIND฀OF฀ARGUMENT฀ABOUT฀NETWORKING฀AND฀SOCIAL฀
ECOLOGIES�฀

7ORKS฀#ITED
!MIN�฀!SH฀AND฀.�฀4HRIFT�฀#ITIES�฀2EIMAGINING฀THE฀5RBAN�฀0OLITY�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀

�����฀
"ERCU�฀ 3TEVE�฀ h,ETTER฀ TO฀ THE฀ %DITOR�฀ +EEP฀ %VERYWHERE฀ 7EIRD�v฀ 0UBLISHERS฀

7EEKLY�฀$EC฀��฀ �����฀�HTTP���PRINT�GOOGLE�COM�PRINT�DOC�ARTICLEID�F�YP
X�1+H9%�
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